Hot  meals 


By  Tim  Nicholas  days  a  week.  A  third  ministry,  set  in  Pascagoula  program,  was  identical 

The  bottom  line  reason  for  a  feeding  Yazoo  City>  was  to  have  begun  opera-  with  the  addition  of  turkey  jambalaya. 
ministry  in  Jackson  that  is  catching  on  tion  yesterday.  Each  of  the  three  has  The  Pascagoula  program  has  11 
in  other  parts  of  the  state  is  summed  participating  churches  both  black  and  churches  involved  and  ministry  direc¬ 
up  by  Garry  Owens.  “If  Matthow  25  is  white  from  several  denominations,  in-  tor,  Aline  Pry,  a  member  of  Jackson 
real— that’s  my  Lord  on  the  street  and  eluding  Presbyterian,  Catholic,  Epts-  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  says  virtually 
I’vt  got  to  feed  him.”  copalian,  Methodist,  and  Southern  every  grocery  store  in  town  is  donating 

Owens  directs  Stewpot  Ministries  Baptist.  The  Pascagoula  ministry  has  groceries  to  the  ministry.  One  woman 
which  is  concerned  primarily  with  three  Southern  Baptist  churches,  eating  at  Our  Daily  Bread  told  the 
providing  a  hotmeal  six  days  a  week  to  First,  Arlington  Heights,  and  Jackson  group  at  the  table  that  she’d  asked  her 
the  down  and  out  in  Jackson’s  West  Avenue.  Yazoo  City  has  two,  First  and  grocer  in  an  outlying  district  if  he’d 
Capitol  Street  area  Calvary.  help  out  and  she  reported  that  he  re¬ 
located  in  an  old  service  station,  '  All  three  kitchens  serve  a  hot  meal  to  fused.  All  the  women  at  the  table  said 

now  owned  by  Central  Presbyterian  anybody,  no  questions  asked.  The  they’d  never  shop  there  again. 
Church,  the  mass  feeding  program  is  Yazoo  City  program  was  set  for  serv-  The  Donut  Hole  gives  several  dozen 
operated  by  a  coalition  of  seven  ing  five  days  a  week  with  a  special  tur-  donuts  each  day  and  Our  Daily  Bread 
phurches,  including  two  Southern  Bap-  key  dinner  set  for  Christmas  day.  opens  in  the  mornings  for  coffee  and 
ust,  First,  and  Calvary.  1  Last  week  the  meal  served  Wednes-  donuts. 

While  the  Stewpot  feeds  about  100  day  at  the  Stewpot  included  fresh;.  Customers  of  the  two  ministries  al- 
per  day,  a  similar  ministry  in  Pas-  stewed  turnip  greens,  combread,  fruit  ready  going  respond  favorably  when 
cagoula,  which  only  began  a  few  salad,  milk,  and  donuts.  The  Thursday  asked  if  the  ministry  is  valuable  to 
months  ago,  is  feeding  up  to  250  six  ,•  meal  served  at  Our  Daily  Breacy  the  (Continued  on  page  3)  ' 


Arlington  Heights  pastor  Howard  Taylor  and  other  volunteers  ready  plates  for  customers  at  Our  Daily  Bread.  aPascagoula  hot 
meal  ministry.  (Tim  Nicholas  photos)  •  •  j 
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meals  out  of  a  former  sen/ice  station  in  Jackson 


Work  with  deaf  boosted 
by  hiring  of  minister  . 


interpreters  in  regular  services,  and 
there  is  an  interdenominational 
Church  for  the  Deaf  on  Stonewall  Av¬ 
enue  in  Jackson. ) 

Deaf  persons  from  all  over  the 
Jackson  area,  as  far  away  as  Brandon, 

Clinton,  and  Pearl,  attend  the  services 


By  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 

Woodland  Hills  Baptist  Church, 
Jackson,  has  expanded  its  21-year-old 
program  fpr  the  deaf  by  adding  to  its 
,  staff  a  minister 

a,,  .trained  to  work  with 


Totai  receipt*  are  pit  pec  ted  tp  m-  mprnrng.Bitrte  study  program  That  than  mjilipn. 


vide  a  program  to  meet  their  needs/’ 
Berry  said.  Betty  Smith,  who  is  coor¬ 
dinator  of  the  deaf  work  at  Woodland 
Hills,  said  that  Berry  is  available  to 
minister  to  any  deaf  person  in  the 
Jackson  area,  as  counselor,  hospital 
visitor,  or  in  any  way  he  can  be  of  help 
—  not  to  Woodland  Hills  members 
only. 

Berry,  who  was  born  in  Louisiana 
and  was  graduated  from  Louisiana 
College  and  New  Orleans  Seminary, 
resigned  last  Jilne  as  vice  president 
for  development  at  Belhaven  College. 
Earlier,  as  vice  president  of  develop¬ 
ment  at  New  Orleans  Seminary,  he  in- 
i tiateef  and  directed  a  successful 
$2,000,000  capital  campaign  that  is  now 
nearing  $4,000,000  pledged. 

Also  he  has  served  as  pastor,  minis¬ 
ter  of  music,  and  minister  of  education 
in  Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  and  as 
director  of  admissions  and  director  of 
(Continued  on  page  2) 


Enrollment  for  Woman’s  Missio-  tify  MasterLife  and  other  j£9«pth 
nary  Union  is  projected  to  increase  by  training  courses.  / 

3.0  percent,  or  33,434  to  almost  1.15  Approximately  36,000  churches  are 
million.  For  Brotherhood  the  increase  expected  to  be  involved  in  the  final 
also  is  expected  to  be  3.0  percent,  or  statistical  report  which  will  be  re- 
15,387  to  a  new  total  of  528,287,  leased  in  February! 963. 

4  Mission  expenditures  in  Southern  A  statistical  chart  for  these  1982  pro- 

Baptist  churches  are  projected  to  in-  jectioos  is  on  page  2. 
crease  by  9.5  percent,  or  almost  $42  ^ 
million  for  the  church  year  to  more 
than  $483  million. 


M Jackson  who  began 
work  in  June,  1982. 

Berry  plans  to 
continue  also  as 
president  of  Tom 
Berry  and  As- 
Berry  sociates,  Inc.,  fund 
raising  consultants.  “Most  of  these  in 
the  deaf  congregation  work,”  he 
pointed  out,  “so  I  minister  to  them  at 
night  or  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays. 

~  His  salary  as  minister  is  being  paid 
3>y  the  church,  the  Hinds-Madison 
Baptist  Association,  and  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  and  it 
is  expected  that  the  Home  Mission 
Board  will  also  contribute. 

Calling  a  minister  for  the  deaf  has 
made  it  possible  for  the  church  to  have 
separate  services  for  the  deaf.  “So  far 
jb  I  know,  this  is  the  only  church  in  the 
state  that  does  .have  such  a  service,” 
Berry  said.  (Some  other  churches  use 


$2  million 


Church  inheritance  helps 
build  Christian  School 


(Lowry  writes  for  the  Sunday  School 
Board.) 

Draper  tells  what  will 
kill  SBC  evangelism 


By  Tim  Nicholas  'with  the  stipulations  of  fhe'wjtl,  inter- 

In  1975,  Hebron  Baptist  Church  at  preting  missions  as  outside  the  intent. 
Pheba,  a  church  with  an  annual  budget  The  trustees  raised  the  pastor’s  sup- 
of  $8,000,  inherited  pore  than  $2  mil-  plementfrom  $300  to  $500  and  allowed 

lion  from  a  former  member.  the  church  to  add  six  classrooms, 

The  money  came  from  the  2,500  acre  *  brict-the  entire  structure,  add  a 
Mississippi  Delta  estate  of  Mrs.  W.  A.  steeple,  and  a  baptistry: 

Adair,  who  had  grown  up  in  the  church  Meantime,  Bryan,  a  graduate  of  Mid 
and  is  buried  in  the  church’s  cemetery.  'South  Bihle^College  in  Memphis, 
Simple  interest  on  the  money  would  whose  wife  grew  up  in  th*e  community, 

run  upwards  of  $200,000.  However,  the  began  discussing  the  development  of  a 

Will  made  several  stipulations.  The  Christian  education  prograim.  “We 

money  was  for  the  “preservation” .of  didn’t  think  we’d  ever  be,  able  to  use 

the  church.  It  specified  that  the  money  the  trust  money  ,”  said  Bryan, 

could  be  used  to  supplement  the  pas-  Nevertheless,  the  church  began  a 

tor’s  salary,  brick  the  church  building,  school  As  a  ministry  of  the  church.  It 

and  keep  up  the  cemetery.  openeg  in  I960  With  23  students.  Today 


What’s  Inside 


Editorials  by  Don  McGregor,  Page  4  , 

The  schools  don't  need  a  lottery 
The  only  u>ay  to  harmony 

Faces  and  Places  by  Anne  McWilliams,  Page  4 

Clyde  Nettles  retires  , 

New  Baptist  paper  to  start.  Page  2 
Grady  Nutt  memorial  fund,  Page  3 


Polish  Baptists  ,  |  ; 

'  -  *  \  | 

Message  of  concern  received 


By  Martha  Skelton  The  relief  effort,  a  cooperative  venture  in- 

WARSAW,  Poland  (BP)— Parcels  of  food,  volving  the  European  Baptist  Federation,  The 
soap  and  other  scarce  items  bought  with  Bapv  Baptist  World  Alliance,  and  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  hunger  and  relief  funds  are  communicate  lists,  has  given  the  Polish  Baptist  Union, 
ing  a  message  of  Christian  concern  to  begun  in  1858,  a  higher  profile  in  many  corn- 
thousands  of  Polish  people.  munities. 

The  much-needed  supplies,  bought  in  West  ,  “Before  the  crisis  there  were  the  big 
Germany  and  transported  by  Polish  govern-  churches,  Roman  Catholic  and  Orthodox.  No 
ment  trucks  to  Polish  Baptists  and  the  Polish  one  paid  attention  to  the  Baptist  church,”  says 
Ecumenical  Council  for  distribution,  have  Jakub  Ostaszewski.  a  member  of  the  32- 
been  arriving  every  two  months  in  1982.  , 

By  the  end  of  the  year  55,800  packages  will 
have  been  delivered,  i 
One  pastor  in  eastern  Poland  sets  aside  a 
shopping  sack  full  of  provisions  delivered  for 
him  and  his  wife— to  go  to  a  former  neighbor 
In  Warsaw  Baptist  parents  ask  their  daughter 
to  keep  an  eye  out  for  schoolmates  from  large 
families  that  might  have  extra  needs  She 
finds  a  friend  and  the  family  takes  food  to  the 
home. 

Other  churches  take  part  of  their  parcels  to 
nearby  hospitals  or  to  homes  for  the  elderly  or 
retarded  Food  also  has  been  shared  with 
those  who  keep  foster  children. 


Alexander  Kircun  Jr-,  pastor  of  the  170- 
member  Baptist  church  in  Wroclaw,  says  this 
year  has  been  “the  most  fruitful  so  far.  Many 
people  are  looking  for  meaning  in  life.”  By 
October  his  church  had  baptized  20  persons 
and  expected  another  baptismal  service  be¬ 
fore  the  year’s  end.  Baptisms  this  year  across 
the  country  are  double  those  recorded  in  1981. 

Southern  Baptists  alone  have  sef  aside  more 
than  $1  million  for  Polish  relief,  about  $250,000 
of  which  is  earmarked  to  fund  an  experimental 
project  to  grow  crops  for  chicken  feed  in  an 
effort  to  revive  the  country’s  poultry  industry. 

The  European  Baptist  Federation  has  pro¬ 
vided  $260,870  (with  $173,000  of  this  coming 
from  West  German  Baptists),  and  the  Baptist 
World  Alliance.  $60,000. 

At  the  end  of  1962  about  $200,000  of  Southern 
Baptist  funds  designated  for  general  relief 
remained  and  will  be  applied  toward  1983 
Polish  aid. 

The  project  to  revive  the  Polish  chicken  in¬ 
dustry  is  a  long-term  one  designed  to  contri¬ 
bute  to  permanent  improvement  of  the  coun- 
( Continued  on  page  3) 


“Ye  have  been  remembered 
by  your  brethren.” 


member  Baptist  church  in  Narew  in  eastern 
Poland. 

But  townspeople  in  Narew  noticed  that  Bap¬ 
tist  relief  went  to  each  member  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  with  some  parcels  being  shared  with 
neighbors 

“You  have  been  remembered  by  your  bret¬ 
hren."  people  told  Ostaszewski.  He  credits  this 
“pattern  of  brotherhood"  with  changing  the 
status  of  the  church  in  its  community. 


Baptist  churches  In  Poland,  such  as  the  congregation  in  Wroclaw,  distribute  food  not  only  to  their 
own  members,  but  to  others  in  needBronislaw  Zachanowicz  (left)  and  Anatol  Bogacz  of  the  Wroclaw 
church  deliver  a  food  parcel  to  a  foster  homSTor  seven  boys  operated  by  Zygmunt  and  Janina  Musial. 
The  Musials  receive  a  government  stipend  of  $1 .25  a  day  per  child  to  provide  for  them  "People  don't 
understand,  ask  me  why."  Zachanowicz  says  of  such  deliveries.  "It  is  beyond  their  comprehension 
that  there  is  someone  who  cares."  (BP)  PHOTO  By  Don  Rutledge 


Work  with 
deaf  boosted  ~ 

( Continued  from  page  1)  .* 

development  for  Louisiana  College. 

His  interest  in  working  with  the  deaf 
was  born,  he  said;  when  he  was  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  New  Orleans  Seminary,  and 
roomed  with  deaf  Clifford  Bruffey. 
Coincidentally,  it  was  Bruffey  who 
with  Fuller  Saunders  and  Rachel  Tate 
began  the  deaf  ministry  at  Woodland 
Hills  in  1961,  while  Bruffey  was  mis¬ 
sionary  to  the  deaf  for  the  Mississippi 
baptist  Convention  Board. 

I  “I  learned  to  communicate  with 
Bruffey,”  Berry  recalls.  “Then  F be¬ 
came  minister  to  the  deaf  at  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Baton  Rouge.”  While  in- 

_ a —  a.  if tt: 1 1  r> 


m  alker  Knight  retires 
to  start  national  paper 


.  By  Jim  Newton  the  new  national  publication  will  not  be  hunger  magazine  published  by  the 

(BPl-AfTnouncing  in  competition  with  the  state  Baptist  churcfr  ,  , 

to  begin  a  new  national  news-  papers,  he  acknowledged  that  because  Kmght  said  he  hoped  the  new  publi- 
m  tk.?,?Viding  a  Joru,nfor  isSues  fac-  of  postal  increases,  some  of  the  state  cation  would  be  financed  by  private 

“jg  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  papers  are  having  to  cut  back  on  the  contributions,  advertising  and  sub¬ 
walker  L  Knight  has  the  SBC  frequency  of  publication  and  space  scriptions  priced  at  about  $10  a  year. 

Home  Mission  Board  for  early  retire-  devoted  to  national  issues.  Knight  said  Initialplans  call  for  tha 24-page  tabloid 

roent,  effective  March  1,  1983.  "  '  the  paper  will  reprint  for  its  national  to  be  published  monthly,  but  Knight 

For  23  years,  Knight  has  been  direc-  audience  much  of  the  opinion  and  hopes  it  could  become  bimonthly  or 

w  of  the  HMB  editorial  department  editorials  in  state  papers  on  issues  fac-  weekly. 

and  editor  of  Miasieas/USA  ( formerly  ingtheSBC.  Knight  said  he  is  seeking  to  enlist  a 


terim  pastor  at  Mars  Hill  Baptist 
Church  near  Summit,  Miss.,  he  inter¬ 
preted  the  services  for  a  deaf  woffran 
in  the  congregation.  About  ten  years 
later,  this  woman  died  and  Berry  was 
asked  to  preach  her  funeral. 

“I  did,  but  I  realized  I  had  gotten  out 
of  practice.  Sign  language  is  like 
speaking  another  language.  You  need 
to  stay  in  practice.”  He  added  that  he 
believes  working  with  the  deaf  is  defi¬ 
nitely  a  mission  ministry.  “When  I  was 
contacted  about  this  position  at  Wood¬ 
land  Hills,  I  really  wanted  to  get  back 
into  it” 

_ _  “Separate  services  for  the  deaf  are 

endeavors  of  Mississippi^'  better  than  having  interpreters  for  the 
Baptist  and  Southern  Baptist  life.  Thia  ,  regular  services,  ’  he  stated,  because 
an  increase  of  $109,000  ovdr  )  they  give  the  deaf  a  chance  to  partici- 
the  previous  record  sef  a  year  ago.  pate  —-toeing,  speak,  lead  in  prayer, 
The  rate  of  yield  on  the  General  use  their  own  tajents.’  His  sermons 
t  the  double  digit  figure  of  are  prepared  in  a  special  way  for  the 
■another  increase  over  (the  deaf,  he  said,  in  a  way  directly  related 
~6ne  year  ago.  Currently,  ap-  to  them.  For  them  he  uses  different 
proximatley  one-half  of  the  money  ^Illustrations  and  more  repetition  and 


From  left,  Foundation  officers  are  John  Dowdle,  Aubrey  Boone,  Keamie  Travis, 
Paul  Breazeale,  Charles  Lofton,  and  Bill  Baker. 


Baptist  Foundation  n, 
new  officers  for  198-3 


SBC  moderates 
will  continue 


ATLANTA  (BP)— The  “moderate-  Hie  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  consecutive  year,  both  the  earned  in¬ 
conservative”  faction  of  the  SBC,  a  Board  of  trustees  elected  officers  and  come  in  dollars  and  the  percentage  of 
group  organized  to  counter  the  reviewed  the  1982  Ministry  of  the  yield  increased.  Hie  sum  of  $709,277^ 

“takeover”  of  the  denomination  by  in-  Foundation.  Officers  for  1963  are  J.  was  earned  for  distribution  to  the  vari-  - 
errantists  is  not  being  disbanded.  Kearney  Travis,  Jr. ,  president;  Bill  R.  ous  mission  < 

The  announcement  came  from  Cecil  'Baker,  vice  president;  Paul  V 
Sherman,  chairman  of  the  group’s  Breazeale,  treasurer;  A.  L.  Boone,  repn 
steering  committee,  following  its  chairman,  executive  committee ;  Johh 
meeting  in  Atlanta  attended  by  14  per-  N.  Dowdle,  executive  committee ;  and 
sons.  .  Charles  E.  Lofton,  executive  commit-  Fund  f; 

Sherman,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  tee.  Other  trustees  are  James  M.  10.01% 

Church  of  Asheville,  N.  C.,  said,  “We  Fleming,  Harvey  B.  Ray,  and  Norris  .  9.56 Vo 
are  not  disbanded.  We  will  continue  to  L.  Stampley.  Hie  executive  secretary,  . 

speak  to  the  issues  of  Southern  Baptist  Harold  Kitchings,  also  serves  as  sec-  earned  is  dedicated  to  Christian  Edu- 
life.”  retary  for  the  board  of  trustees.  cation. 

That  the  group  would  continue  was  _ _ _  The  meeting  Was  concluded  with  a 

questioned  when  one  of  its  leaders—  The  audit  figures  for  the  fiscal  year  resolution  being  read  and  presented  to 
Kenneth  Chafin  of  South  Main  Baptist  ending  June  30, 1982,  revealed  a  total-  Mrs.  E.  L.  Herring  commemorating  One  Sunday  they  presented  a  sample 
Church  in  Houston— announced  his  corpus  of  $7,563,323  in  the  Particip-  the  life  and  ministry  of  her  late  hus-  service  for  the  hearing  congregation 
withdrawal.  ants’  Funds,  an  increase  of  $395,592  band  and  former  trustee  of  the  Found-  Bobby  Gladney,  deaf  deacon  and  lay 

Chafin  attended  a  meeting  Nov.  12  in  over  the  previous  year.  For  the  eighth  ation,  Mj\  E.  L.  Herring.  minister,  gave  his  testimony  in  sign 

Irving,,  Texas,  of  40  denominational  v  '  ’  language,  interpreted  by  a  speaker, 

leaders  to  discuss  the  future  and  the  /^ll  1*1  •  .  l  ’l  Special  music  was  presehted  in  sign 

s^te°futhecden^‘"ation  u was  L,nurcn  miicritancc  nelps  •  ,?n?,ag®  “The deafncan fee,‘jhe 

chaired  by  SBC  President  James  T.  „•  JL  j  '  ’  rhythm  of  the  music,  Berry  noted. 

Draper  Jr.,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  1  *11  /'Tl  •  11  Before  Berry  began  the  separate 

Church  of  Euless,  Texas.  DUllQ  V>JlIT.StlcUl  SCilOOl  .  services  chu^c^/nemhers  at  Wood- 

Afterwards,  he  said  the  moderate-  j  '  land  Hills,  including  two  with  degrees 

conservatives  would  no  longer  oppose  in  deaf  education,  had  been  interpret- 

the  inerrantists  politically.  (Continued  from  page  1)  budget  to  the  Cooperative  Program  ing  for  each  worship  service.  (The 

Chafin  did  attend  the  Atlanta  meet-  modern  facility  was  paid  for  out  of  the  and  asks  for  “faith  promise"  com-  church  offers  a  class  in  sign  language 
ing  and  at  its  close  reaffirmed  his  ear-  corpus  which  is  now  being  paid  back  mitments  over  and  above  tithes  to  fund  for  members  wanting  to  help  with  the 
Her  announcement,  “I  will  no  longer  with  interest  earned.  Also,  trustees  missionaries  directly,  usually  inde-  program.) 

attend  meetings  of  the  group.”  How-  agreed  to  help  the  school  with  $66,000  '  pendent  ones,  says  Bryan.  In  the  church’s  Sunday  School  for 

ever,  he  made  it  clear  he  was  not  dis-  each  year  until  it  could  begin  to  pay  its  Bryan  calls  the  current  situation  of  ,  the  deaf,  four  classes  are  made  up  of 

associating  himself  from  the  group,  own  way.  Student  tuition  averages  the  Hebron  Baptist  Church  a  miracle,  children  and  young  people  who  are 
He  said  the  group  had  his  support  and  only  about  $50  per  month.  Every  Strictures  on  the  trust  give  the  mem-  students  at  the- state  School  for  the 
could  associate  his  name  with  their  in-  teacher  is  state  certified  and  all  but  bers  the  feeling  of  “a  need  to  give  to  Deaf.  The  children  return  to  school 
terests.  two  have  master’s  degrees.  Hie  school  missions,”  he  says.  “The  Lord  knew  it  after  Sunday  School,  but  the  youths 

The  steering  committee  named  is  waiting  the  minimum  three  years  might  be  detrimental  to  the  congrega-  may  choose  to  stay  for  the  worship 
Vernon  Davis,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  for  accreditation.  tion  to  have  this  money  free  to  spend  as  service  if  they  like.  Usually,  from  4  to  6 

Church  of  Alexandria,  Va.,  as  vice  Bryan  believes  it’s  a  parent’s  re-  they  please.”  of  them  stay,  Berry  said, 

chairman  “We  will  meet  in  tytarch  sponsibility  ioeducaWa  child,  npl-the  ATypioarLSundayoffering  six  years  6  -  W  wttf  iWT971  that  Jerry  Wi'Jdhn, 

and  discuss  againhow  we  ought  tdglan  government’s.  “We  have  been  tricked  -ieige  A  rebent  SuiMlay  then  director  of  langseg^  tnismews, 

f/vr  fKn  Di+tsRtia-seh  /v\n«rnntiAsi  '*  CKap.  intro  Kalimtinu  unn  non  conarntn  nknna.  KrAiioht  in  fl  (jm  Mi«dccS^ni  Rantlct  r/aflVAmi/itl  BnorH 


Mississippian  elected 
to  evangelism  chair 


At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  New  Or-  his  wife  Dorothy  have  four  grown  chil- 
leans  Seminary  board  of  trustees  dren. 

executive  committee,  two  new  mem-  The  newly  elected  Roland  Q.  Lea  veil 
bers  were  elected  to  Professor  of  Evangelism  has  been  a 
faculty,  there  pastor  since  1947  He  was  named 
^’“’Stra-  alumnus  of  the  year  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary  iri  1978  artd  received  the 
was  Freedom  Foundations  Award  in  1968. 


jyflUyy^Vlivd  Chang*,  and  the 
IlllffllM  Seminary 

granted  approval  to 
conclude  the 
jijR  ’CmI  purchase  of  an 
apartment  complex 
near  the  campus. 

Mississippi  na¬ 
tive  C.  C.  Randall,  pastor  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church,  Tuscaloosa,  Ala,  for 
the  past  20  years,  became  the  first  per¬ 
son  to  occupy  an  endowed  chair  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary,  the  Roland  Q. 

Leavell  Chair  of  Evangelism. 

A1  Washburn  will  return  to  New  Or¬ 
leans  Seminary,  January  1, 1983,  after 
three  years  as  coordinator  of  church 
music  at  Golden  Gate  Seminary  in 
San  Francisco.  He  was  elected  chair¬ 
man  of  the  division  of  church  music 
ministries  and  professor  of  organ. 

Tom  Kinchen  resigned  his  post  as 
vice  president  of  student  affairs  to  di¬ 
rect  the  continuing  education  and  doc¬ 
tor  of  ministry  programs.  He  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  direct  field  education,  as  weU. 

Replacing  Kinchen  as  director  of 
student  affairs  is  Cecil  Threadgill. 

ThreadgiU  is  a  retired  Navy  Chaplain  sorrow  for  Begin’s  loss  and  also 
completing  his  thesis  in  the  doctor  of  gratitude  that  Begin  met  with  the  Bap- 
education  program  at  the  Seminary.  tists  while  mourning.  “Through  all  of 
Approval  was  granted  to  conclude  these  weeks  we  have  bebn  praying  for 
purchase  arrangements  for  a  greatly  you.  We  are  sad  at  your  experience,” 
needed  student  housing  complex.  Draper  said. 

Final  purchase  agreements  were  Draper  said  Southern  Baptists  are 
signed  on  Nov.  23.  The  42  unit  complex,  praying  for  him  (Begin )  and  reminded 
located  one  mile  from  the  seminary  him  Southern  Baptists  had  prayed  for 
campus,  will  temporarily  relieve  the  him  during  his  courageous  effort  at 
housing  shortage  the  school  has  ex-  peacemaking  with  Egypt  during  the 
perienced  for  the  past  few  years.  signing  of  the  Camp  David  Accord 


Begin  meets  with  Jewish 
Baptist  tour  group 


It  is  impossible  to  mentally  or  so¬ 
cially  enslave  a  Bibte-reading  people. 
Horace  Greeley 


1983  School  t  of  the  Prophets 


Mississippi 
is  first  in  1 
training  awards 

NASHVILLE — Hie  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Board  was  cited  for 
having  the  largest  percentage  of 
churches  reporting  training  pro¬ 
grams. 

Of  the  1,978  reporting  churches,  78 
percent  or  1,486  had  training  programs 
during  1900-81.  W 

T  Kermit  King,  church  frhining  direc¬ 
tor.  was  presented  the  award  during 
the  state  program  leaders  December 
planning  meeting  at  the  Sunday  School 
Board. 

The  Northern  Plains  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  was  recognized  for  having  the 
largest  percentage  increase  in  the 
number  of  churches  reporting  church 
training.  Of  the  152  churches  86  re¬ 
ported  training  programs,  up  16.2  per- 


THE  YEAR  |  OF  TH 

CHUIRCH 


FEATURED  SPEAKERS: 

Dr.  Jerry  Vines 
Dr.  W  A  Criswell 

Mr^  W  A  Criswell  j  Rflflj  |jl  uj  I  ) 
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cent  over  the  previous  ybar 


1  *4*  $ 

Estimated  1982  SBC  statistics 

Estimated 

Estimated 

1001 

1111-02 

190142 

Estimated 

Total 

%  Change 

Numerical  Change 

1902  Total 

Baptisms  .  ...7X . 

405.608 

-11 

-0,490 

3*0.110 

Church  Membership 

13. 700.510 

1.5 

200.144 

13.0*0.424 

Ongoing  Sunday  School 

'  enrollment 

7.520.400 

1.0 

135.511 

7.003.011 

Church  Training 

enrollment 

1014.170 

5.0 

107.037 

1.921.210 

Ongoing  Church  Music 

enrollment 

1.590.992 

2.2 

36.002 

1.025.904 

Ongoing  WMU  enrollment 

1.114.491 

3.0 

33.434 

1.147.005 

Ongoing  Brotherhood 

•j  enrollment 

512.900 

3.0 

15.307 

520.2*7 

Mission  Expenditures 

$  441.400.157 

9.5 

0  41.933.015 

3  403.332.172 

Total  Receipts 

*2.782.565.130 

11.3 

nil. 040.174 

03.004.201.304 

Draper  tells  what  will 
kill  SBC  evangelism 
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WMU  meets 
old  needs 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price  binding  end  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quslity  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  lor  illustrated  price  folder 
"Internationally  known  specialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

•ok  306-C  —  Greenwood,  Mias,  linn 


(Continued  from  page  1) 
’•Your  jobs  will  be  abolished  and  we 
will  end  up  like  Southern  Methodist 
University  in  Dallas  which  has  a  pro¬ 
fessing  agnostic  as  head  of  the  religion 
department.” 

(Note:  Questioned  later,  Draper 
said  he  meant  to  refer  to  Schubert  Og¬ 
den.  head  of  the  graduate  school,  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology  at  SMU,  not 
Lonnie  Kliever,  'head  of  the  religion 
department.  Draper  said  he  was  bas¬ 
ing  his  remarks  on  a  book  by  Ogden 
called  Christ  Without  Myth.  Ogden 
said  Draper’s  remarks  weren’t  worthy 


gressive,  creative  leadership,  telling 
them,  “don’t  wait  to  be  pushed.  Let  us  wt 
follow  you,  for  you  need  to  be  taking  |\|  ( 
the  lead.” 

“It  takes  a  long  time  to  turn  a  de- 
nomination,”  Draper  said.  It’s  like  a 

He  warned  that  the  suburbs  are  be-  battleship — you  don't  make  a  180  de-  • 
coming  “more  and  more  pagan”  and  gree  turn  very  quickly.  But  business  as  1H 
Baptist  efforts  in  evangelism  must  in-  usual  is  not  going  to  get  it  done.” 
elude  the  suburbs  as  well  as  the  inner  , 
city  in  dealing  with  the  urban  chal¬ 
lenge.  “It’s  not  the  Bible  belt  any-  lVJutt’c  'fin  trifle 
more,”  he  lamented.  “It’s  the  pagan  1 "  ULL  ©  1UI11U5  ,! 

He  expressed  deep  concern  for  the  start  fund 
breakdown  of  the  family,  citing  the»f  # 

need  for  Baptist  efforts  to  reach  and\  o  c  mPTfinn  I  ■ 
minister  to  seven  million  divorced  )a®  lllC11AUAiai 
persons  in  America  and  a  growing  (  ! 

singles  population.  /  LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  — »■  Friends  of 

Echoing  an  earlier  address  by  (humorist  Grady  Nutt,  who  died  Nov.  23 
American  Baptist  sociologist  Anthony  In  a  plane  crash,  have  begun  a  perma- 
Campolo  of  Philadelphia,  Draper  de-  nent  memorial  fund  in  his  name  at 
cried  the  intrusion  of  secular  Southern  Seminary,  his  alma  mater, 
humanism  and  secular  values  into  the  Nutt,  48,  received  the  mister  of  di¬ 
church  saying  faith  should  not  be  vinity  degree  from  the  seminary  in 
shaped  bjt  culture  but  is  to  be  in  tension  1964  and  began  work  after  graduation 
with  it  as  director  of  alumni  affairs.  He  was 

“We  have  become  too  comfortable  employed  by  the  seminary  until  1969, 
and  we  don’t  want  to  lose  what  we  have  when  he  turned  a  hobby  into  a  career 
materialistically,”  he  explained.  and  became  a  professional  humorist 
Draper  confessed  he  had  personally  and  public  speaker, 
struggled  with  his  own  affluent  life-  He  and  his  family  lived  in  Louisville, 
style,  saying  he  made  a  “good  salary”  where  they  were  members  of  Crescent 
and  lives  in  a  home  valued  at  about  Hill  Baptist  Church. 

$165,000.  “I’m  still  dealing  with  my  When  contributions  have  been  tal- 
comfort  and  my  affluence,”  he  con-  lied,  the  fund  will  be  applied  to  an  ap- 
fided,  “and  I  don’t  know  the  answer  to  propriate  permanent  memorial,  such 
that.”  •  as  student  aid  scholarships,  a  visiting 

He  called  on  state  Baptist  professorship  or  a  capital  project  on 
evangelism  directors  to  provide  ag-  the  campus,  seminary  officials  said. 

.  -  A  memorial  service  was  held  Nov.  29 

for  the  humorist.  Friends  from  his 
pi  pul 4-  tV|prp  show  business -career,  from  college 

LA  vFUX  lllCI  C ^  and  seminary  days  attended.  In  a 

|  J  copyright  story  by  Vince  Staten  of  the 
1  *  ___  ^  Louisville  Times,  friends  commented 

mm  on  Nutt’s  life. 

When  the  service  was  over,  many 
stayed,  gathering  in  the  aisles,  talk¬ 
ing,  embracing  and  remembering, 
swapping  Grady-stories  and  laughing 
at  how  much  Nutt  would  have,  enjoyed 
his  service.  “He’d  have  had  fun  with 
this,”  said  Ray  Bailey,  a  church 
member  who  had  known  Nutt  since 

their  days  at  Baylor  University.  _ _ _ 

'  -  “Grady  would  have  cried  all  the  way  points  of  interest  on  the  Coast,  learn 
through,”  said  Dwight  Cobb,  who  had  about  Christianity,  develop  friend- 
known  Nutt  since  seminary  days.  “He  ships  with  Americans,  and  experience 
wouldn’t  have  made  it  through  a  single  a  traditional  Christian  American 
hymn  before  crying.  And  he  would  Christmas,”  said  Robbie  Richardson, 
.have  loved  what’s  happening  now,  all  associate  BSU  director, Gulf  Coast  JC. 
the  people  hugging.  Grady  was  always  0n  Dec.  19  and  Dec.  26 international 
the  last  to  leave.”  guests  will  attend  church'  with  their 


The  denomination  must  also  deal 
with  the  problem  of  urbanization  since 
35  percent  of  the  people  live  in  22  cities 
but  more  than  70  percent  of  Southern 
Baptist  churches  are  in  rural  Ameri- 


FIBERCLASS 

BAPTISTRIES  /  STEEPLES 

LARGE  SELECTION  ■  FACTORY  DIRECT 


FOB  FWI  CATALOGS 
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of  a  reply. ) 

“Don’t  believe  that  an  tne  con¬ 
troversy  in  the  SBC  is  just  a  power  play 
for  political  purposes 


.  ,  _j,”  he  said. 

“That’s  not  true.” 

Draper,  who  had  joist  returned  from 
Israel,  also  lashed  lout  at  religfous 
pluralism  that  believes  that  all  relig¬ 
ions  are  all  right. 

“The  Bible  doesn't  know  anything 
about  a  kind  of  pluralism  that  allows 
Christianity  and  paganism  to  settle 
down  and  be  at  peace  with  each 
other,”  he  said.  “We  are  to  Christ¬ 
ianize  the  world.” 

“If  all  our  pastors  and  churches 
were  busy  witnessing,  sharing  their 
faith,  winning  people,  going  on 
partnership  missions  and  giving  (6 
missions,  we’d  have  no  theological 
controversy,”  he  said. 

“As  a  denomination,"  headded,  “we 
have  become  obese  spiritually,  mate¬ 
rially  and  culturally  and  we  can’t  win 
the  world  with  business  as  usual,"  he 
said. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 


Friendship  House  lures 
internationals  to  Coast 


PINELAKE  BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

100  Spillway  Road 
Btandon,  Mississippi 

Dr.  Land  res  E. 
Wilbourn,  Pastor 

For  their  outstanding 
.  success  in  their 
BOND/GIFTS  Campaign 


their  own  countries.  (They  will  spend 
the  day  preparing  the  food  in  the 
homes  of  their  host  families. )  / 

Friday  night,  Dec.  31,  the  interna¬ 
tionals  will  attend  a  Watch  Night  Ser¬ 
vice  at  First  Church,  Long  Beach,  with 
refreshments  furnished  by  Sharon, 
Commission  Road,  and  First,  Long 
Beach  churches.  Recreation  will  in¬ 
clude  skating  and  horseback  riding. 

Sightseeing  outings  will  include  such 
places  as  Keesler  Air  Force  Base,  the 
Coliseum  and  the  Lighthouse,  Chev¬ 
ron,  Ingalls  Ship  Building,  and  Port  of 
Gulfport. 

Businesses  and/or  agencies  provid¬ 
ing  meals,  soft  drinks,  or  tours  are 
Coca-Cola,  Colonial  Baker,  Fun  World 
Roller  Skating,  Gulfport  Memorial 
Hospital,  Hancock  Bank,  McDonald’s, 1 
Mississippi  Power  Company,  and 
Pizza  Hut. 

“Christmas  is  a  season  of  love,  of 
giving  and  receiving,  and  for  remem¬ 
bering  the  one  who  is  the  source  of 
ifly.^”,  ^id  ,Melindp  Smj,th  of.Jj'jrst 
, .ftaotisl  . Gburch,,  Ray,.  Si,.,, Lows. 
^Friendship  International  House  is  a 
time  for  sharing  Jesus  Christ,  whose 
birth  gave  us  the  reason  to  learn  to  love 
fellow  humans.” 

The  greatest  Christian  alhje  is  still 
the  palest  imitation  of  Christ  —  Phyl¬ 
lis  K.  Miller  V 


•  (Continued  from  page  1 ) 
them.  “We’dhavebeenupldon’tknow 
what  if  it  hadn’t  been  for  this  place," 
said  one  woman  whose  husband  was 
out  of  work  and  recovering  from 
surgery.  With  the  power  cut  off  at  her 
house  she  ate  at  Our  Daily  Bread  for 
several  weeks  and  took  him  a  plate 
when  he  got  out  of  the  hospital.  Now 
the  woman  brings  pies  to  the  ministry 
on  a  regular  basis.  “Talk  about  casting 
your  bread  on  the  waters,”  laughed 
one  volunteer.  !  • 

Another  man  feeding  his  infant 
daughter  said  that  his  wife’s  paycheck 
barely  pays  rent.  He  was  a  tirechanger 
for  four  years,  and  ((right  now  it’s  a 
bajjg.  .Icp^aperatiw.^Jie.  s*ys.„e*- 
plaining  that  no  work  is  to  be  found. 

In  Jackson,  a  machinist  said  he  was 
laid  off  in  1980  from  a  job  he’d  had  for 
years.  He  worked  13  months  at  a  ser¬ 
vice  station,  but  was  laid  off.  Now  the 
owner  says  the  man  was  fired,  not  laid 
off  and  after  six  weeks,  the  appeals 
process  for  unemployment  is  still 
going  on.  The  man  has  nothing  coming 
in  and  if  the  appeals  board  takes  the 
side  of  the  boss,  the  man  will  get  no 
unemployment.  The  man  said  he  can’t 
win.  With  Woolco  closing  down,  all 
those  people  will  be  considered  first 
fqr  other  clerical  jobs.  “They  wouldn’t 
consider  me.  I’m  38  years  old.”  To  the 
hirers  in  stores,  “the  main  thing  is  ex¬ 
perience  in  that  field.” 

Also  in  Jackson,  an  unemployed 
musician  said  he’d  be  in  even  bigger 
trouble  “if  it  wasn’t  for  the  rent  man 
going  along  with  me.”  He  said  one 
problem  he’dfaced  is  “all  my  life  I’ve 
been  leaning  and  leaning  on  others.  ” 
After  a  while,  he  said,  people  will 
withdraw  their  support  and  “you’re  on 
your  own.” 


plate  of  food  to  the  table  and  eat  in 
order  to  get  a  hearing  or  to  have  people 
begin  to  open  up.  Pastors  of  participat¬ 
ing  churches  in  Pascagoula  are  sup¬ 
posed  to  attend  on  their  churches’  vol¬ 
unteer  days,  says  Howard  Taylor,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Arlington  Heights  Church. 

“When  there’s  time  and  its’  not  arti-  ,, 
ficial,”  says  Owens,  volunteers  are 
encouraged  to  talk  with  the  customers, 
“When  people  are  hurting,  they’ll 
want  to  talk.” 

Sue  Ward,  a  member  at  Parkway 
Baptist  Church  in  Jackson,  who  cooks  * 
for  the  Stewpot  says  that  Central  Pres, 
youths  visited  a  similar  ministry  at 
First  Presbyterian  Ghurah  ia  Dallas,  ,r1 
ior inspiration  .The  Pascagoula  group,  b-», 
led  by  its  president,  physician  Bob 
Donald,  visited  Jackson.  The  Yazoo 
City  group  visited* Jackson  and 
layman  Richard  Martin  of  Laurel  and 
others  from  Meridian  and  Gulfport 
have  been  seriously  looking  into  the 
feeding  ministry. 

One  thing  seems  to  lead  to  another. 
Stewpot  Ministries  already  has  a  food 
pantry  and  is  opening  a  temporary 
shelter  for  women  and  children  who 
are  abandoned  or  evicted.  And  Our 
Daily  Bread  in  Pascagoula  whose  um¬ 
brella  organization  is  called  United 
Christian  Outreach,  is  looking  into 
other  ministries,  according  to  its  vice 
president  Sam  McMurray,  of  First 
Church,  Pascagoula.  They  are  looking 
into  a  clothing  closet  in  the  restaurant 
which  has  been  provided  rent  free  the 
first  two  months.  Possible  medical, 
dental,  and  legal  services  are  in  the 
thinking  stage,  also. 

Says  McMurray,  “the  greatest  prob¬ 
lem  is  knowing  where  to  go  from 
here.” 

Example  is  not  the  main  thing  in  in¬ 
fluencing  others  —  it  is  the  only  thing. 

—  Albert  Schweitzer 

Christian  living  is  not  fighting  for  a 
position  but  from  a  position.  —  Paul  O. 
Kroon 


Selling  $675,000.00  in 
Church  Bonds 


Raising  $247,794.00  in  Gifts 
Program 


Nat  Bullock,  Consultant 
SECURITY  CHURCH 
.  FINANCE,  JMCi* 

*  ‘ 1 J  J,6©X’  2076  '  'yUk 


reception  given  by  Gulf  Coas t  Bap¬ 
tists’  Executive  Board,  v 

During  the  afternoon  of  Christmas 
Day,  the  students  will  change  homes, 
and  thus  gel  to  live  in  two  American 
homes  during  the  two-week  period.  A 
brunch  will  be  given  in  the  home  of 
Ellen  and  Clay  Miles  of  Gulfport  on 
Christmas  Eve. 

The  Seamen’s  Center  will  host  a 
get-together  for  the  internationals  on 
Tuesday,  Dec.  28,  the  day  after  they 
take  a  trip  to  New  Orleans. 

For  the  Foreign  Cuisine  Banquet, 
Thursday,  Dec.  30,  at  6:30  p.m.,  at 
Grace  Memorial  Church,  Gulfport,  the 
internationals  will  serve  food  from 


39212  * 


Telephone  Toll-Free: 
1-800-231-0373 


Off  the  Record 


A  minister  was  asked  to  inform  a 
man  with  a  heart  condition  that  he  had 
just  inherited  a  million  dollars. 
Everyone  was  afraid  the  shock  would 
cause  a  heart  attack  and  the  man 
would  die. 

The  tninister  went  to  the  man’s 
house  and  said,  “Joe  what  would  you 
do  if  you  inherited  a  million  dollars?” 
Joe  responded,  “Well,  pastor,  I  think  I 
would  give  half  of  it  to  the  church.  ” 
The  minister  fell  over  dead. 


For  Sale 

Hitachi  FP  1212  Color  Camera 

3  Tube  Plumbicon 
with  camera  control  unit,  cables, 
etc.  Good  Condition 

Contact  Dennis  Clark, 
Media  Director 
First  Baptist  Church . 

P.O.  Box  3888,  j 
Lafayette,  La.  70502 

Phone  (318)  233-1412 


Finley  Evans 
dies  at  60 


Two  associations 
add  staffers 


Two  Baptist  associatiohs  in  Missis¬ 
sippi  have  added  staffers. 

David  Lee  has  been  elected  director 
of  ministries  for  the  Jackson  County 
Baptist  Association.  He  is  pastor  of 
Crowder  Baptist  Church  in  Quitman 
County.  He  begins  his  work  with 
Jackson  County  in  January.  Allen 
Webb  is  director  of  missions. 

Jones  County  Baptist  Association 
added  Charles  Jones  as  associate  di¬ 
rector  of  missions.  Director  of  mis¬ 
sions  is  Maurice  Flowers. 

Jones,  who  began  work  with  the  as¬ 
sociation  in  October,  is  continuing  as 
pastor  of  Harmony  Baptist  Church. 

The  part  time  position  with  the  associ¬ 
ation  will  deal  with  leading  churches  to 
become  involved  in  ministries  outside 
the  local  church,  such  as  working  with  nada  County.  Other  pastorates  had  in- 
the  poor,  aged,  broken  families,  drug-  eluded  Pilgrim’s  Rest  (Copiah) ;  Gum 
related  problems,  and  inmates  and  Springs  (Simpson);  and  Bridge  Creek 
their  families.  Church,  Ponce  de  Leon,  Florida.  He 

"  |  was  born  in  Calhoun  County. 

He  was  a  graduate  of  Mississippi 
College  and  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

Survivors  include  his  wife,  Mary 
Ramage  Evans;  his  parents,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith  Evans  of  Vardaman;  one 
brother;  and  one  sister. 


Finley  Evans,  of  Grenada,  director 
of  missions,  Grenada  and  Yalobusha 
Baptist  associations,  died  Sunday, 
■K^riHUHIDec.  12,  He  was  60. 
^Km^Funeral  services 
,  Jwere  held  Dec  14  at 
riHSESEm.'  2:30  p  m  at  First 
W  AJbp  Baptist  Church, 
*  (Vardaman.  Emer- 

son  Tedder,  pastor 
Y^ffc^of  Pearson,  and 
McGee. 

■BfllHilvi'irst  Baptist 
Evans  Church,  Grenada, 
Evans’  pastor,  officiated. 

Evans  had  been  director  of  missions 
for  Grenada-Yalobusha  since  1972;  he 
went  to  that  position  from  the  pasto¬ 
rate  of  Hebron  Baptist  Church,  Gre- 


:  :  Several  of  the  men  in  Jackson  said 
they  can  always  sell  to  the  plasma 
center  down  the  street.  It  saps  the 
energy  they  are  already  short  of ,  but  it 
puts  $9  in  their  pockets  every  few  days. 

The  warm  weather  registered  in 
Mississippi  this  season  perhaps  is 
keeping  the  numbers  of  customers 
down  and  keeping  more  alive  for  now. 
.  A  number  of  people  told  of  others  they 
know -who  live  under  bridges,  in  cars, 
'and  one  at  a  closed  service  station. 

Volunteers  come  to  the  programs 
with  each  church  assigned  certain 
days.  Owens,  who  is  also  associate 
pastor  at  Central  Pres.,  says  that  is  a 
,  possible  drawback.  Volunteers  don’t 
come  often  enough  to  become  com¬ 
fortable  with  witnessing  to  the  people. 


Testaments  to 
be  given  inmates 


NEW  YORK,  N  Y.  (ABS)— More 
than  one  million  inmates  of  the  coun¬ 
try’s  penal  institutions  can  expect  to 
receive  a  surprise  gift  from  the 
American  Bible  Society  this  Christ¬ 
mas,  %  copy  of  the  New  Testament. 
The  gift  will  be  made  possible,  in  part, 
because  of  donations  received  from 
Southern  Baptists.  _ 


Now  Availabl 


MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 


Policy  Effective  Immediately 
Pre-existing  conditions  covered  after  90  days 

Benefits  for: 


Helps  pay  what  Medicare  doesn’t  pay 

Hospital  and  Nurses  (Policy  Form  mi  Pays 
All  Medicare,  Part  deductibles  for  hospitalization 
100%  of  hospital  charges  beyond  Medicare,  Part  A,  for 
an  additional  365  days 

Physicians  and  Surgeons  expense  benefit,  payable  in 
or  out  of  hospital 

_ _ _  _  * _  _  .  m  _  (Hi _ 


concern  received 


Mikolaj  Prusak,  68.  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
church  in  Bialystock,  once  raised  100,000  chic¬ 
kens  a  year.  Now  he  has  200. 

One  of  his  neighbors.  Baptist  farmer  Jerry 
Alimowski,  47,  and  his  son  are  clearing  land  to 
prepare  for  a  spring  planting  of  strains  of  soy¬ 
beans  and  corn  which  have  proved  successful 
in  similar  latitudes  in  Canada.  This  will  be  one 
of  the  first  stages  in  the  Baptist-funded  pro¬ 
ject. 

If  these  crops  ean  be  grown  in  Poland ,  ways  of 
processing  the  grains  and  mixing  them  with 
other  nutrients  to  make  chicken  feed  will  be 
explored. 

For  these  men  and  others  of  the  7,000  who 
attend  the  Baptist  union’s  55  churches  and  88 
mission  points  the  food  parcels  and  pilot  pro¬ 
ject  are  signs  of  hope. 

And  in  Poland  today  that’s  a  commodity  as 
important  as  food. 

(Adapted  from  the  December  issue  of  the 
Commission.  Martha  Skelton  is  associate 
editor.) 


(Continued  from  page  1) 
try’s  food  situation. 

During  the  mid-1970s  an  industry  of  chicken 
farming  and  processing  developed  in  eastern 
Poland  around  the  city  of  Bialystok.  The 
Polish  government  agreed  to  a  loan  from  the 
United  States  for  building  chicken-processing 
plants  and  buying  grain  to  feed  chickens.  In 
return  Poland  would  buy  American  grains  for 
the  chicken  feed. 

The  chicken  industry  had  its  problems  but 
was  beginning  to  produce  poultry  for  much- 
needed  protein  in  eastern  Poland  when  mar¬ 
tial  law  was  declared  late  in  1961.  Then  the 
U.S.  government  stopped  all  trade  with  Po¬ 
land' and  thousands  of  chickens  were 
slaughtered  early  because  there  was  no  feed. 
Soon  the  industry  died 

With  little  hope  of  getting  scarce  grain  from 
Poland’s  Communistn^ghbors  the  prospects 
are  bleak.  As  with  many  political  moves  the 
decisions  are  partisan,  the  deprived  are 
people 


I  believe  in  Christianity  as  I  believe 
in  the  sun— not  only  because  I  see  it, 
but  because  by  it  I  see  everything  else. 
C.  S.  Lewis 


•  Skill  Nursing  Home  or  Extended  Care  Facility 

•  Prescription  Drugs  &  Medicines  at  Home 

(Endorsement-?*)*/  s' 

.  f-  For  Full  Information  Phone  924-2748 

Or  Fill  out  Coupon  and  Mail  to: 

Equitable  Life  arid  Casualty  Ins.  Co 
Hutton  Insurance  Agency 

P.O.  Box  28257,  Jackson,  MS  282N 


He  who  has  not  Christmas  in  his 
heart  will  not  find  it  under  a  tree.  Roy 
L.  Smith 


Street 


Church  Pew  Cushions :  Manufac¬ 
tured  in  our  plant.  For  free  esti¬ 
mate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
■4wl)  693-4451. 


t 


TMAfiK  YOU 


The  only  way  to  harmony 


1  3  lssue  of  Baptist  Re 

11181  111  sJmost  every  in- 
natimf 016  31818  conventions  across  the 
cSlT*  *nre*at*vely  calm 

D^SnCeS«Perhap8  th8t  8tm0S- 

Kf'  and  hold  through 

BaPUst  Convention'll 
June  in  Pittsburgh. 

U  must  be  recognized,  however,  that 
the  broader  the  base 

5?2K![“  BaPtists  ure  IIlorc 

likelihood  there  is  for  differences  of 


themselves  across  the  fence  from  the  of  40  Southern  Baptists  asked  by  SBC 
other  group.  President  Jimmy  Draper  recently  to 

The  inerrancy  group,  as  everyone  meet  in  Dallas  to  search  for  ways  of 
knows  by  now,  is  well  organized  with  a  finding  that  calm  experience  His 
“conservative  network”  force  of  about  words  are  simple  but  profound  and 
3,000  pastors  across  the  nation  and  has  correct.  Harmony  demands  an  accep- 
an  oft-stated  goal  of  placing  the  tance  of  diversify,  he  pointed  out  to  the 
machinery  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Board  following  his  return 
Convention  in  the  hands  of  that  group,  from  Dallas.  a] 

Another  group  has  organized,  though  It  is  the  only  way.  \ 

it  is  not  as  large,  with  the  intent  of  try-  To  the  credit  of  the  non-takfeover 
ing  to  prevent  such  a  takeover.  group,  it  should  be  said  that  its  mem- 

iThat  leaves  more  than  13  million  bers  would  be  happy  if  harmony  could 
Southern  Baptists  outside  the  mem-  be  achieved  through  the  recognition  of 
bership  of  either  group.  That  even  diversity.  And  mayb^aTOr  dl  we  are 
leaves  more  than  30,000  pastors  out-  not  really  as  diverseas  we  keep  saying 
side  of  such  membership.  we  are,  and  the  other  group  also  might 

realize  that  it  has  been  trying  to  turn 
These  issues  are  settled,  however,  the  ship  in  a  direction  in  which  it  was 
by  those  who  attend  conventions;  but  already  headed .) 
there  are  still  at  least  15,000  registered  We  bandecHogether  as  a  convention 

messengers  to  every  convention  who  ;  in  order  to  be  better  able  to  carry  on  a 
are  not  classified  as  belonging  to  world-wide  witnessing  program, 
either  group.  Through  the  years  as  we  have  consi- 


from  which  group  recognizes  the  right  of  the  indi- 
come  the  more  victual  to  base  his  concepts  on  the  lead- 

_ _ J  ership  of  the  Lord  but  cannot  under- 

opinion  on  any  number  of  situations,  stand  how  anyone  under  the  leader- 

We  can  hold  together  only  because  we  ship  of  the  Lord  could  come  up  with 
are  Baptists  and  recognize  the  fact  of  concepts  that  differ  from  those  of  the 
those  differences  and  the  right  of  indi-  group.  > 
viduals  to  hold  different  opinions  as  The  key  to  harmony  within  this 
they  look  only  to  the  Lord  for  direction  group  is  that  all  will  use  certain  words 
and  not  to  other  individuals.  to  characterize  their  concepts  though 

all  will  not  use  the  same  definitions  to 
since  before  the  convention  in  1979  in  determine  what  those  words  mean. 
Houston,  however,  we  have  been  em-  The  prime  example  is  their  rallying 
broiled  in  a  controversy  regarding  our  cry  of  inerrancy.  Some  would  claim 
differences.  inerrancy  has  to  do  with  the  inspira- 

Nobody  has  all  of  the  answers  re-  .  tion  of  the  Scripture,  or  that  God  made 
garding  all  of  the  issues  facing  Bap-  no  errors  when  he  gave  it  to  man; 

tists.  It  is  commendable,  however,  while  others  would  say  Jhat  inerrancy 
that  there  are  those  seeking  answers ;  means  that  the  Scripture  will  not  lead 

and  we  can  all  pray  that  enough  anyone  into  error.  OfYourse,  few 

answers  will  be  found  that  relative  Southern  Baptists,  if  anyl  would  disag- 

calm  will  return  to  the  Southern  Bap-  ree  with  either  concept;  nyt  many Jajl 

tists  Convention  as  it  seems  to  have  to  make  the  word  a  reguihRjjanof 

been  found  generally  in  state  conven-  their  Scripture  concepts  for  whatever 
tions  this  fall.  reason  they  have  chosen  and  thus  find 


“YOU  CAN  TELL  A  LOT  ABOUT  A  CHURCH 
BY  HOW  ENTHUSIASTIC  THEY  ARE  ABOUT 
A  MISSIONS  OFFERING.” 


The  schools  don’t  need  a  lottery 


derived  from  .the  sale  of  liquor.  Itwas  evil  they  have  to  be  made  to  be  that  added;  “In  fact,  I  guess  my  five  j  <■ 

just  a  ploy  used  to  get  such  sales  way.  It  is  not  a  natural  circumstance,  grandchildren  could  take  up  all  my  B  H 

legalized.  Surely  we  all  understand  A  lottery,  as  is  the  case  with  liquor,  time!”  W  J&Zj.  W  ^  j  B 

that  the  only  people  who  benefit  from  is  an  evil  within  itself.  It  is  recognized  It  hardly  seems  possible  to  me,  but  r  K 

the  sale  of  liquor  are  the  people  who  as  an  evil.  Because  it  is  so,  it  is  recog-  Clyde  says  it’s  been  12  years  since  she  I 

>  sell  it;  and  their  benefit  comes  only  in  •  nized  that  controls  on  its  use  must  be  came  to  work  at  the  Baptist  Building.  Clyde  Nettles 

money,  certainly  not  in  social  good,  established  from  the  beginning.  Before  then,  she  had  worked  as  a  fessor  at  Mid-America  Seminary  in 

The  people  who  are  victimized  by  bookkeeper  in  the  office  of  the  state  Memphis.  Jo  Ellen  (Austin)  has  a  doc- 

liquor  are  legion.  Because  we  need  money  for  public  treasurer,  at  the  Jackson  Steam  torate  in  pharmacy  and  works  at  the 

All  of  this  is  true  also  as  it  regards  a  schools,  evidently  there  will  be  an  at-  Laundry,  and  in  the  office  of  Rankin  University  Medical  Center,  Little 

lottery.  Someone  would  make  money,  tempt  to  sell  a  state-wide  lottery  as  a  County’s  superintendent  of  education.  Bock,  Ark.  William  George  (Bill)  has 

but  it  wouldn’t  be  the  state  or  public  means  of  getting  the  money.  It  won’t  Earlier,  while  bookkeeper  for  a  Pat-  a  doctorate  in  physics  and  lives  in 

education.  There  would  be  many  vie-  work,  and  we  don’t  need  that  kind  of  terson  drug  store,  she  met  her  late  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  is  en- 

tims,  however.  Some  of  those  victims  mdney  anyway.  husband,  Joe  Nettles,  a  pharmacist,  gaged  in  nuclear  research  for  the 

would  be  the  children  whose  public  Let’s  hope  the  state  legislators  are  (Coincidentally,  she  lived  on  North  St.  Navy.  Sylvia  (Mrs.  Tom  Dickson) 

education  it  was  designed  to  benefit  wise  enough  not  to  buy  that  line.  in  Jackson  while  working  at  that  drug  lives]  in  Jackson  and  works  with  the 

because  their  parents  would  be  squan-  It  would  be  much  better  for  all  of  us  store  and  shared  an  apartment  with  federally  funded  Early  Education 

dering  their  food  and  clothes  money  on  to  dig  a  little  deeper  in  our  pockets  to  Doris  Wiggins’  sister.  Doris  was  my  Center,  with  children  ages  3-6. 

lottery  tickets.  finance  a  better  public  school  system  predecessor  on  the  Baptist  Record  With  four  children  in  school,  Clyde 

The  second  thing  should  go  without  right  up  front  than  to  resort  to  such  staff.)  '  was  active  in  PTA,  naturally.  Once  she 

saying,  but  evidently  it  needs  to'  be  deviousness  as  a  state-wide  lottery  to  ,  She  was  born  in  Brandon,  the  daugh-  told  me  that  she  and  her  mother  were 
pointed  out;  for  such  instances  con-  do  it.  ter  of  Julian  R.  and  Bettie  East,  and  the  only  mother  and  daughter  who  had 

tinuetocropup.  It  Is  that  we  don’t  need  Itcould  very  well  be  that  the  effort  to  has  lived  there  all  her  life  except  for  both  served  as  president  of  the  Bran- 

to  finance  either  our  state  government  legalize  a  state-wide  lottery  is  simply  short  periods  in  Jackson  and  in  Vir-  don  High  School  PTA. 

or  our  public  school  systenj  through  an  effort  to  use  the  needs  of  public  edu-  ginia  ( when  Joe  was  in  the  Navy. )  In  her  church,  she  taught  preschool- 

the  legalization of  social  ills  The  gbv-  cation,  to  get  the  door  open  for  the  ‘“Asa  youth  shefnadea  profession  of  eretn  Sunday  SChOdl  for  11  years.' She 

$rnment  and  th'e  school  system  aretwo  *  legalt^attorrof  rger  tradr  gambling,  f  ai  that  Brandon  Baptist  Ohorch,  and  sings  in  he  choir .  «nd  is  active  in  WMU 

things  that  are  inherently  good  rather  which  was  defeated  in  the  Legislature  was  baptized  by  C.  J.  Olander,  her  pas-  Her  interest  in  missions,  coupled  with 

than  inherently  evil.  If  they  are  to  be  in  the  last  session.  top  at  the  time.  She  was  graduated  her  expertise  in  sewing,  led  her  to  g<\ 

]  f  from  Brandon  High  School  and  on  two  volunteer  missions  to  Bar- 

Draughon’s  Business  College  and  at-  bados.  “I  might  consider  doing  other 

tended  Mississippi  Southern.  similar  projects  in  the  future,”  she 

“I  had  another  career  at  home—  said,  “but  don’t  have  any  planned 

•  raising  four  children 


We  don’t  need  a  state-wide  lottery. 

I  have  not  been  here  long  enough  to 
have  such  knowledge  on  my  own,  but 
some  who  have  have  told  me  that  one 
of  the  pitches  used  when  liquor  sales 
were  legalized  was  that  the  taxes  from 
such  sales  would  benefit  public  educa¬ 
tion.  I  am  told  this  by  members  of  the 
Legislature. 

Two  things  need  to  be  pointed  out 
concerning  liquor  taxes  and  public 
education,  and  the  same  Statements 
would  hold  concerning  a  state-wide 
lottery. 

The  first  is,  according  to  informants 
who  are  in  a  position  to  know  what  they 
are  talking  about,  that  public  educa¬ 
tion  has  never  benefited  from  taxes 


opinion 


she  said.  She 

["1  runnmn  rJ  surelydidagoodjobonthatone,from 

i  i  v«  l  U  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  Vj|  what  I  have  heard  and  know  about  her 

children.  Three  of  them  have  doctoral 

person,  but  enrollment  will  be  limited  approximately  three  hours  per  week  in  degrees.  Tom  has  a  Ph.D.  from 

to  two  per  church.  A  $75  tuition  fee  is  individual  study.  The  CWT  seminar  in  Southwestern  Seminary  and  is  a  pro- 

payable  for  notebooks  and  personnel  Pascagoula  will  give  the  participants 

travel  expenses.  Those  completing  a  complete  overview  of  the  CWT  pro- 

CAT  are  certified  by  the  Home  Mis-  cess,  allowing  them  to  actually  ex- 

sion  Board  and  the  state  Evangelism  perience  the  dynamics  of  the  entire 

department  training  period  and  to  make  two  wit- 

After  a  pastor  or  leader  has  com-  nessing  visits  with  a  trained  CWT 

pleted  CWT  he  returns  to  his  church  Equipper.  More  information  is  availa- 

where  he  will  lead  others  desiring  to  ble  by  writing  the  Evangelism  de¬ 

witness  in  a  13-week  cycle  of  in-depth  partment,  Box  530,  Jackson, 
study,  memorization,  and  weekly 

training  sessions.  The  process  is  then  Guy  Henderson  is  Mississippi  Bap- 
repeated  in  13-week  cycles  requiring  tist  evangelism  director. 


Concerning  her  work  aj  the  Baptist 
Building,  she  said,  “It’s  beeniun,  chal¬ 
lenging,  rewarding  —  and  (tomforting 
—  to  have  a  job.”  It’s  been  fun  to  have 
you  with  us,  Clyde.  Happy  “resting”! 


By  Guy  Henderson 

Continuing  Witness  Training  (CWT) 
was  developed  because  many 
evangelism  leaders  jvere  convinced 
that  any  strategy  for  training  'witnes¬ 
ses  would  only  “scratch  the  surface" 
unless  those  participating  multiplied 
their  witnesses  by  training  other  wit¬ 
nesses.  .  aL 

There  were  five  churches  in  Missis¬ 
sippi  participating  in  CWT  in  1981-82. 
Thirty-five  churches  were  added  after 
the  CWT  meeting  in.  Jackson  in  Sep¬ 
tember  1962.  “It  was  one  of  the  best 


cdnferences  I’ve  been  in,”  stated  the 
pastor  of  a  large  church.  A  rural  paS- 
,tor  said,  “we’ve  tried  many  plans,  but 
I  believe  this  will  work  in  our  commun¬ 
ity.”  Guy  Henderson,  evangelism  di- 
i  ector,  adds  that  a  number  of  requests 
were  made  for  another  CWT  meeting. 

The  next  CWT  conference  is  slated 
for  August  29-September  1  at  the  Ar¬ 
lington  Heights  Baptist  Church  in  Pas¬ 
cagoula.  Enrollment  is  limited  to  40 
because  of  the  number  of  equippers 
required  to  work  with  each  individual. 
Pastors  are  encouraged  to  bring  a  lay 


BETWEEN  MOTHER  AND  upon  the  modeling  process  between  a 
DAUGHTER  by  Sheila  Schuller  Cole-  mother,  the  model,  and  her  daughter, 
man  (Fleming  H.  Revell,  157  pp.,  the  observer.  The  ideal  model  is  one 
$7.95)  Can  a  mother  and  her  daughter  who  can  exhibit  her  strengths  without 
ever  really  be  friends?  The  writer  of  hiding  her  weaknesses.  ’  ’  She  adds  that 
this  book,  who  is  the  daughter  of  it  is  possible  for  a  satisfactory 
Robert  and  Arvella  Schuller,  says  yes.  mother-daughter  relationship  to  be  at- 
In  three  sections— Modeling,  Friend-  tainable  by  every  woman  at  every 
ship,  Love— she  reveals  the  warm  and  stage  of  life.  In  clear  and  easy-to-read 
loving  relationship  that  has  prevailed  style,  she  gives  examples  that  under- 
between  herself  and  her  own  mother,  gird  what  she  ?ays.  (Another  book  she 
She  says  that  “modeling  is  the  crux  of  wrote  is  Robert  Schuller,  My  Father, 
mother-daughter  bonds.  The  success  My  Friend.)— A WM 


pinion 


By  Glen  Pearson 

The  gathering  debate-argument-, 
recrimination  regarding  a  rational 
approach  to  the  problem  of  .nuclear 
arms  proliferation,’  and  the  present 
frustration  of  international  diplomacy 
might  give  pause  *for  reconsidering 
Christian  orientation  toward  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  peace  and  peacemaking 
Let  us  assume  that  START  will  fare 
better  than  SALT,  and  that  freezing  of' 
nuclear  weapon  production  will  soon 
be  agreed  upon  by  both  the  United 


Christians  wherever  possible  in  the  >  of  these  relationships  seems  to  hinge 
world?  I  do  not  find  it  difficult  to  hope  I”- — — — — — - 
for  a  resulting  spark  to  ignite  the  Violfc  ctra 

yearning  for  peace  into  people-power  U1U1C  Hallo  oil  a 
influence  felt  by  world  leaders.  The  1*1 
Paraclete  must  not  be  taken  lightly,  SllOt  HUSSCS  SlCe 


lives  with  his  humor  as  well  as  his  Kentucky  youth  choir 
preaching  of  God’s  Word.  And  how  1  < 

God  used  him  in  a  special  talent,  he>  Editor: 

will  always  be  remembered  and  mis-  Our  Youth  Choir  will  be  touring  Mis¬ 
sed  by  all  who  loved  him.  For  I  know  sissippi  during  July  18-23, 1963.  We  are 
that  it  pays  to  be  ready  because  you  looking,for  churches  to  sing  in.  We  will 
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^  At  Bethlehem,  God  became  what  he 
families  was  not  before,  but  did  not  cease  being 

lilv  life  what  he  always  was  ~  Paul  Lower- 


National  Baptists’  new  leader 
outlines  plans  for  the  church 


Dedicated  to  strengthening 
Directed  by  a  team  of  fan 
specialists 


it  appeared  that  Dr.  Jackson  was  not 

going  to  ever  retire,”  Jemison  said  in  1  * 

an  interview.  “I  wanted  to  be  presi-  *;The  cha  Tiffin 

dent  while  I  was  still  young  enough  to  © 

have  energy  to  do  a  job.” 

Jemison  said  he  hopes  to  lead  the  It  seems  that  the  only  thing  we  can 
National  Baptists  in  an  activist  role  on  count  on  today  in  families  is  change, 
matters  ranging  from  voter  registra-  pressure,  pressure,  and  pressures, 
tion  to  evangelism  and  present  a  Row  can  families  cope  with  all  of 
higher  profile  befitting  the  church’s  this?— Frustrated? 
claimed  membt  rship  of  6.8  million 

people.  Yes,  the  family  and  society  is  in  a 

Though  he  spoke  out  against  racial  constant  state  of^lux.  Aside  from  the 
discrimination  and  encouraged  minor-  power  of  prayer  and  the  sufficient 
ity  self-help  programs,  Jackson  grace  of  pod  there  are  two  other  major 
preached  patriotism,  civil  order,  and  considerations  for  adults  in  the  family, 
support  for  the  US  presidency.  He  op-  we  can  learn  how  to  cope  with  change 
posed  most  civil  rights  protest  tactics  and  teach  our  children.  There  are  at 
over  the  years.  east  four  attitudes  one  can  have  to- 

,  „  .  ward  change:  (1)  we  can  concede  to 

When  thousands  of  National  Bap-  change  and  let  it  overwhelm  us.  (2) 
lists  meet  at  the  Los  Angeles  Conven-  we  can  challenge  change  and  help 
tion  Center  next  September  for  the  shape  it — at  least  be  flexible  in  it.  (3) 
1983  convention,  Jemison  said,  people  We  can  5^,^  change  agents,  par- 
will  notice  ‘‘more  de/nocracy  and  ticipating  in  change  by  seeking  to  be 
“brotherliness”  in  the  convention  as  creative  in  it  and  through  it. 
well  as  adequate  salaries  for  There  are  some  considerations  to 
employees  of  the  national  body’s  vari-  keep  in  mind  to  cope  successfully:  (1) 
ous  boards.  One  must  be  willing  to  accept  the  less 

Jemison  indicated  relationships  than  perfect  in  people  and  cir- 
with  other  Christian  bodies  may  im-  cumstances.  (2)  One’s  ability  to  cope 
prove.  Some  black  Baptist  pastors  pul-  depends  upon  his  measure  of  self- 


scene 


To  order,  send  $5.00  each 

John  R.  Bisagno 
First  Baptist  Church 
P.  0.  Box  55158 
Houston,  Texas  77255 


ELECTRICITY 

WISELY 


Faith  Church\ constituted 


Only  you  can  determine  the  amount  of  electric¬ 
ity  you  use  Electric  power  ih  a  valuable  resource, 
so  conserve  it  whenever  possible  A  few  tips: 

Make  sure  your  home  is  properly  insu¬ 
lated  keep  thermostat  at  68  degrees  in  winter, 
78  degrees  in  summer  conserve  hot  water  and 
use  appliances  wisely,For  a  free  folder  on  how  to 
save,  contact  your  nearest  MP&L  office 


Faith  Baptist  Church,  Route  2,  Silver  Creek,  held  its  organizational  meeting  on 
Nov.  14,  and  was  constituted  as  a  church.  Ralph  Cranford  is  pastor  of  the  18  charter 
members.  Forty-three  attended  the  meeting,  including  representatives  from  the 
Lawrence  County  Baptist  Association.  Tim  Rayborn,  pastor.  Monticello  Church,  and 
moderator  tor  the  association:' Earl  Clark,  pastor  of  Newhebron  Church  and  chair¬ 
man  of  the  missions  committee  for  the  association;  and  Jimmy  Yarbrough,  pastor  of 
New  Zion  Church,  participated.  The  service  was  held  in  a  camphouse  beside 
Hartzog's  lake.  The  church  is  now  securing  land  for  a  future  building  site  on  the 
Ferguson  Mill  Road  near  the  present  meeting  place. 


Mike  Aultman  was  recently  licensed  Mrs.  L.  R.  White  was  recently  hon- 
to  the  gospel  ministry  by  Hickory  ored  for  her  many  years  of  leadership 
Grove  Church,  Lamar  County.  He  is  in  WMU,  both  in  her  own  church  and 
available  for  supply  preaching,  in-  the  Northwest  Baptist  Association, 
terim  work  or  a  regular  pastorate.  He  She  has  been  WMU  director  at  First 
may  be  contacted  at  Route  2,  Box  330,  Baptist  Church,  Eudora,  and  North- 
Sumrall,  Ms.  39482  (telephone  758-  west  Association  and  president  of  Bap- 
3764).  Lamar  Williams  is  paslor  of  tist  Women.  She  was  presented  a  gold 
Hickory  Grove  Church.  pin  with  the  WMU  insignia  on  it  by  the 

present  director,  Mrs.  Donna  .Gauld- 
Poplar  Springs  Drive  Baptist  ing.  Wayne  Edwards  is  pastor  at  Eud- 
Church,  Meridian  will  honor  Mr.  and  ora. 

Mrs.  James  A.  Ruffin  with  a  reception  shUoh  Church)  Marion  County,  or. 

a^pffi|MySunday  night,  Dec.  Gained  four  deacons  recently— 
"  v/J  . a:  .  ’  Richard  Davis,  James  Stogner, 

s*Tif  ’  )  1^Mmediately following  xillman  Holmes,  and  Glen  Dykes. 

I^K^ggll^^Hthe  evening  worship  Those  on  program  at  the  ordination 

k^C#^^l?eri1Ce’  °n  h‘S  service  included  the  pastor,  Bob 
Pf3i3|te  an(nlversa^  Goolsby;  Mrs.  Jeanette  Ingram; 

a s  Pastor  e  George  Lee,  director  of  missions;  and 

£,M^PB.R.uff'ns  m0VeJ?  ,0  Wilbur  Hall,  pastor  of  First.  Fox- 
^ ^■Meridian  on  Dec.  worth 
^*20,  1972,  from  the 

Ruffin  pastorate  of  the  First,  Hazlehurst,  recently  marked 
First  Baptist  {Church,  OkoJona,.  Both  the  fifth  anniversary  of  its  pastor, 
are  graduates  of  Mississippi  State  Robert  Hanvey.  Church  members 
University  and  Southwestern  Semi-  gave  him  a  reception  and  cash  love 


MIDDLE  SOUTH 
UTILITIES  SYSTEM 

MISSISSIPPI  POWER  &  LIGHT 

Helping  Build  Mississippi 


William  Marshall  is 
KBC  executive  secretary 

MIDDLETOWN 


academic  y£ar  and  spent  the  following 
summer  working  and  studying 
Hebrew  at  a  kibbutz  near  Nazareth. 

A  Georgetown  college  graduate  he 
received  his  master’s  degree  from 
Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville  in 
1961  and  joined  the  Foreign  .Mission 
Board  as  associate  secretary  in  the 
department  of  missionary  personnel 
in  1964  after  being  pastor  of  churches 
in  Kentucky  and  Virginia. 

Froim  1969  to  1976  he  and  his  wife, 
Alice,  were  under  appointment  as 
foreign  missionaries  working  in 
Cyprus,  Lebanon  and  West  Germany. 
During  that  time  he  was  completing 
his  doctor  of,  ministry  degree  from 
Seminary,,  graduating  in 

1974. 

In  1976  he  returned  to  the  FMB  as 
He  taught  at  the  Baptist  school  in  director  bf  furlough  ministries  and  as- 
Nazareth,  Israel,  during  the  1957-58  sumed  his  present  position  in  1980. 


Foreign  Mission 
Board  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  in  Richmond, 
Va.,  will  be  the 
next  executive 
secretary-treasurer 
of  ’he  Kentucky 
m  Baptist  Convention 
Marshall,  50,  a 
Marshall  native  of  Frankfort, 
Ky.,  will  succeed  Franklin  Owen  who 
held  the  top  administrative  post  in  the 
KBC  for  10  years.  Owen  will  retire 
Deo.-  AA  but  will  remain  as  a  consultant 
to  the  convention  until  June  30,  1983 


GLEN  HOLDEN  (left)  and  BILLY 
CRIDER  (right)  were  recently  ordained 
as  deacons  at  Easthaven  Baptist 
Church,  Brookhaven.  David  Perry,  pas¬ 
tor,  center,  brought  the  ordination  mes¬ 
sage.  Holden  and  Crider  were  presented 
a  Bible,  a  certificate  of  ordination,  and  a 
book  detailing  the  ministry  of  a  deacon. 
Also,  the  wives  were  presented  a  book 
on  the  ministry  of  a  deacon's  wife. 


in  case  induced  vomiting  is 
recommended.  It'll  save  criti¬ 
cal  time. 

But  the  best  medicine  is  pre¬ 
vention.  For  a  free  booklet  full 
of  ideas  write  to  us  at  the 
address  below. 

When  you'ie  2Zi,  you  can't 
spell  poison.  r  - 

When  you're  the  grown¬ 
up,  you're  thd  i  one  who  has  to 
know  better. 

LIBERTY  J NATIOHAL 
600D  FRIENDS  FOB  LIFE 

LIBERTY  NATION Ai .  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 
BIRMINGHAM  ALABAMA 

A  TORCHMARK  COMPANY 


When  you're  2  Vz  years  old,  might  save  a  life  or  a  throat  ora 

everything  in  a  bottle,  box  or  stomach  if  you'll  remember  this, 
can  is  fair  game.  For  exploring.  Don't  panic.  / 

And  tasting.  Do  get  medical  advice. 

That's  why  children  are  To  induce  vomiting  or  to  give 
involved  m  about  90%  of  all  milk  or  water  may  be  right.  Or 
reported  poisonings.  dead  wrong. 

Yet  parents  {^nd  even  grand- .  Immediately,  get  out  any- 
parents)  go  about  setting  deadly  dung  that's  still  in  the  child's 
tittle  traps,  however  unwittingly,  mouth.  Get  the  container,  to 
Leaving  medicines,  detergents,  identify  toxicity, 
paints,  pesticides  in  reach  of  Then  get  on  the  phone  to  a 
unsuspecting,  curious  kids.  poison  control  center.  Or  a  doc- 
If  you  think  a  child  has  swal-  tor  or  the  nearest  hospital, 
lowed  something  poisonous,  you  Keep  Syrup  of  Ipecac  around 


R.  Curtis  Reese  has  resigned  as  pas-  James  Cavanaugh  is  the  new  pastor 
tor  of  the  New  Garden  Baptist  Church,  of  Arkabutla  Church,  Northwest  As- 
Northwest  Association,  where  he  sociation. 
served  for  over  four  years.  He  is  to 

become. the  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Sam  Gash  is  the  new  pastorr-of 
Church,  Poplar,  Mont.,  an  Indian  Longview  Heights  Church,  Northwest 
church  on  the  Fort  Peck  Reservation.,  Association.  [ 4 


GARY  FORDHAM,  left,  was  ordained 
as  a  deacon  Oct.  31  at  First  Church, 
Petal.  His  father,  W.  A.  Fordham,  pastor 
of  First,  Petal,  preached  the  ordination 
sermon.  Pastor  and  Mrs  Fordham 
(center)  have  another  son.  AI,  right,  who 
was  ordained  at  the  same  church  as  a 
deacon  in  1968.  At  present,  both  AI  and 
Gary  are  serving  as  active  deacons  there. 


First  Church,  Gautier,  has  called 
Chris  Jenkins  as  minister  of  music  and 
youth. 

Damascus  Church,  Copiah  County, 
has  called  Wayne  Rowan  as  pastor 


Pheba  Church,  Clay  County,  has  cal¬ 
led  Michael  Williams  as  pastor.  He 
began  work  with  the  church  on  Nov.  14. 


.New  Hope  Mission,  Lowndes  Coiin 

ty,  has  called  Charles  Miller  as  minis¬ 
ter  of  music. 


New  Hope  Church,  Foxworth,  on 
Nov.  14  presented  pins  for  perfect  at¬ 
tendance  in  Sunday  School.  B.  B. 
^^^jj^jgjipstringer  got  a  pin 

Sft1'  ^7  line  up  the  ushers 
and  °rier'ng  bear- 

1  A*  lHBand  assist  inrfold- 
r#  VI  ing  an(j  stacking 
Stringer  weekly  bulletins. 
Seven  other  persons  got  one-year  pins ; 
five  got  two-year  pins;  one  got  a 
three-year  pin ;  two  got  four-year  pins; 
one  a  five-year;  two  a  six-year;  one  a 
seven-year,  one  an  eight-year;  two  for 
12  years;  and  one  for  13  years. 


Cleaning  fluid  looks  just 
like  ginger  ale  when  you're  2% 


New  Hope  Baptist  Church,  Fox- 
worth,  has  called 
Bobby  'Smith  as 

9  pastor.  Smith  goes 
from  the  pastorate 
of  Parkway  Baptist 
Church,  Kosciusko. 
He  was  born  in 
Brookhaven,  and 
has  a  master  of  di- 
vinity  degree  from 
New  Orleans  Semi- 


Glenn  Nace  has  been  called  to  the 
pastorate  of  the  Kokomo  Baptist 
Church,  Marion  County.  He  was  re¬ 
cently  ordained  to  the  gospel  ministry 
by  Shiloh  Church,  Marion  County.  He 
is  a  graduate  of  West  Marion  High 
School,  Foxworth.  The  ordination  ser¬ 
vice  included  a  charge  to  the  candidate 
by  Doug  Benedict;  a  charge  to  the 
candidate’s  wife,  Teresa,  by  Mrs.  Jane 
Goolsby;  a  charge  to  the  church  by 
Wilbur  Hall;  and  the  ordination  ser¬ 
mon  delivered  by  Bob  Goolsby,  Shiloh 
pastor.  Nace  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lawrence  Nace  of  the  Kokomo  com¬ 
munity. 


Tea  will  honor 
O.  P.  Moores 


Frost  chosen 
pastor  of  year 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jerry  Pascal  Moore  of 
Jackson  are  planning  to  have  an  in¬ 
formal  seated  tea  in  celebration  of  the 
50th  wedding  anniversary  of  his  pa¬ 
rents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  Pascal  Moore  of 
Newton.  The  tea  will  be  in  the  Family 
Life  Building  of  First  Baptist  Church, 
Newton,  from  7  to 8 :30  p.m.,  Dec.  20.  It 
is  for  “friends  and  relatives”  of  the 
Mooses.  Moore,  retired,  was  formerly 
bn  the  Clarke  College  faculty. 

Jerry  Pascal  Moore  stated.  “No  in¬ 
vitations  will  be  issued.  We  request 
that  no  presents  be  .given;  however, 
each  one  attending  will  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  contribute  to  a  memorial  fund 
honoring  the  late  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  J. 
Gilbert.”  M.  J.  Gilbert,  a  minister, 
performed  the  wedding  ceremony  for 
the  Moores  50  years  ago  and  Mrs.  Gil¬ 
bert  furnished  the  piano  music  in  a 
small  wedding  at  the  home  of  the  late 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  N.  Grubbs  of  Tyler- 
town,  uncle  of  the  bride. 

The  memorial  funds  given  will  be 
sent  to  James  Pascal  Gilbert  and  Dot- 
tie  Gilbert,  missionaries  to  Panama. 
He  is  a  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  J.  Gil¬ 
bert,  and  a  namesake  of  the  late  minis¬ 
ter,  James  H.  Street,  and  of  O.  Pascal 
Moore. 


The  Baptist  Children’s 
Village  acknowledges 
Gifts  of  Honor  and 
Memory  received  in 
November,  and  desig¬ 
nated  as  gifts  for  our 
HOLIDAY  FUND. 

Brad  Callender 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Callender 
Mrs.  H.  M.  Callender 
Kristie  Callender 
Mrs.  Dot  Edwards 
Mr.  &^rs.  Charles  J.  Bowman’ 
Jr. 

Mils.  F.  G.  Graham 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  J.  Bowman, 
Jr. 

Mrs.  Etta  Jones 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jesse  Reynolds 
Mr.  L.  T.  Rogers,  Sr.- 
Mrs.  L!  T.  Rogers,  Sr. 

Mr.  Sherard  C.  Shaw 
Mrs.  Emma  K.  Shaw 
Mrs.  Ralph  Steele 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  P.  E.  Wooten,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Charles  D.  Wilson 
Mai  Ellis 
Georgia  I.  Allen 


M.  L.  Frost,  pastor  of  Ebenezer  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Holmes  County,  was 
selected  by  Holmes  Baptist  Associa¬ 
tion  as  1982  Pastor  of  the  Year.  A 
plaque  was  presented  to  him  during 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  association 
by  Dennis  Steen,  chairman  of  the 
Preacher  Selection  Committee. 

Frost  stated,  "The  Lord’s  work  in 
the  church  was  recognized."  He  added 
that  in  the  past  year  the  church  had 
paid  for  a  trailer  for  classes,  a 
sidewalk  for  the  church,  and  a  baptis¬ 
try  and  carpet  in  the  church  for  a  total 
of  aqoun^l  $10,500. 

Frost  is  the  first  full-time  pastor  in 
the  103-year  history  of  the  Ebenezer 
Church.  This  is  his  first  pastorate. 

The  church  had  18  additions  during 
the  past  year,  12  for  baptism.  Sunday 
School  attendance  grew  from  12  to  52. 

Frost  was  bom  in  Holmes  County, 
He  is  a  graduate  of  Holmes  Junior  Col¬ 
lege  and  Baptist  Bible  Institute, 
Graceville,  Fla.,  and  has  done  addi¬ 
tional  study  at  Mississippi  College  and 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 


BAPTIST  RKmpn 


Thursday,  December  18.  i|gg 


Just  for  the  Record 


NOTE  BURNING— Participating  in  the  note-burning  ac¬ 
tivities  at  First  Baptist  Church  in  Tupelo  were,  left  to  right,  Ken 
Seals.  Loyce  Greene.  Charlotte  McElroy.  Opal  Womack,  Elton 
Whitley,  Sue  Simpson.  BiH  Rittenhouse.  Carlos  Pettigrew. 


MT.  ZION  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  COLUMBUS,  recently  gave  recognition  to  the  J.  F. 
Oswalt  family  for  being  the  most  consistent  in  attendance  for  the  Bible  doctrine 
study.  "The  Biblical  View  of  the  Family.;'  Four  generations  of  the  family  attended  the 
study  and  are  represented  in  the  picture.  George  Thomas  is  pastor. 

— - - Devotional - 

Everlasting  Father 

By  Dennis  L.  Johnsey,  pastor,  First,  Summit 
He  shall  be  called  .  . .  everlasting  Father 
( Isaiah  9:6) 

The  term  Everlasting  Father  designates  the  Messiah  not  only-as  the  possessor 
of  eternity,  but  as  the  tepder,  faithful,  and  wise  trainer,  guardian,  and  provider 
for  his  people,  even  in  eternity.  Literally,  the  term  means  “father  of  eternity"  or 
“father  forever."  This  characteristic  points  to  his  constant 
care  for  his  people.  The  emphasis  here  obviously  lies  not  on 
the  fact  of  the  individual 's  eternal  existence  but  on  the  thought 
of  his  being  everlastingly  a  father.  . ^ 

In  a  world  of  paper,  plastics,  and  throw-aways  it  is  en¬ 
couraging  to  hear  about  something  or  someone  who  is  ever¬ 
lasting.  To  know  that  you  are  loved  and  protected  forever  is 
security.  No  insurance  company  can  put  that  in  a  policy.  No 
nation  can  claim  that  right.  Jesus  cares  so  much  for  us  he  even 
rtakes  upon  himself  the  role  of  a  father  who  provides  forever. 

Johnsey  Mark  Twain’s  European  travels  proved  to  be  a  triumphal 
tour.  All  the  notables  of  Europe  invited  him  to  dine  with  them.  Once,  on  receiving 
an  invitation  from  the  emperor  of  Germany  to  come  to  the  palace  to  dinner,  Mark 
Twain’s  daughter,  Susy,  spoke  up  to  her  father.  Sharing  his  pride,  she  said, 
“Daddy,  you  know,most  everybody  -in  the  whole  world  now,  don’t  you,  except 
God?”  Each  of  us  claims  to  know  a  lot  of  people,  but  the  question  is,  ‘  ‘Do  we  know 
*  the  Everlasting  Father?" 


Paul  Hurt,  Roland  Satterfield  and  Carl  Long.  The  church  has 
paid  off  a  $446,000  debt  for  its  Christian  Life  Center.  It  was 
signed  In  1977. 


The  adult  choir  of  Palestine  Church, 
Harris ville,  will  present  the  Christmas 
cantata,  “Come  to  the  Manger,"  on 
Dec.  19  at  6  p.m.  in  the  sanctuary.  The 
cantata  is  under  direction  of  music  di¬ 
rector,  Sammy  J.  McDonald,  and  the 
accompanists  are  Mrs.  Faye  Bridges 
and  Mrs.  Linda  Buckley.  The  Youth 
and  Children’s  Choirs  will  dramatize 
„  the  Christmas  story. 

The  choir  of  Hebron  Church,  Jones 
County,  will  present  the  Christmas 
cantata,  “The  Joyous  News  of  Christ¬ 
mas”  by  Joe  E.  Parks,  on  Dec.  19  at  7 
p.m.  Music  director,  Harry  James, 
will  be  in  charge,  with  Mrs.  Marilyn 
Huff  as  pianist,  Mrs.  Rose  Perkins  as 
organist  and  Phyllis  Herrington, 
Karon  Pickering,  and  Mark  Moffett  as 
soloists.  Wade  Rogers  is  pastor. 

“M”  Night  in  Marion  Association 
was  held  at  Calvary  Baptist  Church, 
Columbia,  with  Ken  Jordan  as  host 
pastor.  There  were  15  churches  rep¬ 
resented,  14  pastors  and  .8  Church 
Training  directors  present.  Atten¬ 
dance  was  217.  Kokomo  Church  re¬ 
ceived  both  the  high  percentage  and 
high  attendance  banners  with  218  per¬ 
cent  and  59  individuals  present.  At  the 
end  of  the  last  church  year,  Kokomo 
had  27  enrolled  in  Church  Training. 
Spring  Cottage  Baptist  Church,  Mar¬ 
vin  Graham,  pastor,  was  also  recog¬ 
nized,  as  they  had  100  percent  Church 
Training  enrollment  present.  Improve 
Baptist  iphurch  was  presented  the 
Baptist  Doctrine  Study  Award  from 
the  state.  The  program  consisted  of 
skits  presented  by  youth  of  Shiloh  act¬ 
ing  as  clowns,  and  a  message  on  the 
family  delivered  by  Luther  M.  Dorr, 
professor,  School  of  Christian  Train¬ 
ing,  New  Orleans  Seminary.  Bob 
Goolsby  is  Church  Training  director 
for  Marion  County. 


\ 

Baptists  aid  victims  of 
Honduras  landslide 


"Lottie  Moon,”  while  still  a  teacher, 
prays  for  God's  direction,  when  she 
senses  he  is  calling  her  as  a  missionary 
to  China.  This  scene  was  part  of  an  origi¬ 
nal  skit  on  the  life  of  Lottie  Moon,  pre¬ 
sented  to  First  Baptist  Church,  Laurel,  by 
the  GAs,  Mrs.  George  Bush,  director. 
The  skit  was  given  Dec.  1,  during  the 
Week  of  Prayer  for  Foreign  Missions. 
The  Baptist  Young  Women.  Mrs.  Mike 
Baughman,  president,  shared  current 
foreign  mission  needs.  First.  Laurel's  of¬ 
fering  goal  is  $25,000.  Larry  W.  Kennedy 
is  pastor;  Mrs.  Vincent  Scoper,  Jr.  is 
WMU  director.  v 

Arzone  Burns  dies 

Arzone  Burns,  58,  died  Sunday,  Dec. 
5,  in  Jackson  Veterans  Administration 
Hospital.  Services  were  2  p.m.  Dec.  7 
at  Steele  Baptist  Church,  Scott  County , 
with  burial  in  New  Zion  Cemetery. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Juanita 
Burns;  a  daughter,  Twila  Burns  of 
Tupelo;  a  son,  Shannon  Burns  of 
Louisiana;  two  sisters,  and  three 
brothers.  His  brother,  C.  C.  Burns  of 
Walnut  Grove,  is  also  a  Baptist  minis¬ 
ter. 

Yazoo  plans 
Christmas 
youth  rally 

An  associational  Christmas  rally  is 
planned  for  the  youth  of  Yazoo  County 
Baptist  Association  and  their  guests. 
Dan  Laffer  ty  of  Ocean  Springs  will 
lead  the  two-day  rally. 

The  rally  will  begin  on  Monday,  Dec. 
20,  at  the  Center  Ridge  Baptist  Church, 
at  7  p.m.  Adults  are  also  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  this  session.  For  the  youth 
only,  a  hayride  will  begin  at  8 : 45,  going 
to  Short  Creek,  where  an  inspirational 
service  will  be  conducted  around  a 
bonfire. 

The  second  session  of  the  youth  rally 
will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  21,  at  the 
Activities  Building  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church,  Yazoo  City.  This  session  will 
start  at  2  p.m. 


TEGUCIGALPA,  Honduras 
(BP)— Baptists  were  among  the  first 
to  aid  victims  of  a  landslide  in 
Tegucigalpa  that  destroyed  more  than 
150  homes.  Two  Baptist  families  lost 
their  houses  and  almost  all  of  then- 
personal  effects. 

A  shift  in  the  earth’s  crust  along  a 
geological  fault  line  was  blamed  for 
the  landslide  which  occurred  in  a  hill¬ 
side  slum  area  close  to  First  Baptist 
Church. 

Baptists  from  several  churches 
helped  missionaries  Larry  Elliott  of 
Virginia  and  Jim  Palmer  of  Georgia 
haul  people  and  their  belongings  to 
shelters  provided  by  the  government. 
More  than  8,000  people  had  to  be 
evacuated. 

Samuel  Venis,  pastor  of  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  helped  distribute  more 
than  14,000  square  feet  of  black  plastic 
which  had  been  donated  to  help  pro¬ 
vide  temporary  shelter  for  victims  of 
such  emergencies. 

As  a  result  of  Baptist  participation 
one  church  was  invited  to  show  movies 


and  hold  services  in  one  of  the 
emergency  shelters. 

Kenyan  Bible  Way 
tops  50,000 

NAIROBI,  Kenya— Bible  Way  Cor¬ 
respondence  School  in  Kenya  has  en¬ 
rolled  more  than  50,000  students  in  its 
regular  program  of  Bible  study  by 
mail  since  it  opened  in  1973,  says 
Laura  Lee  Stewart,  Southern  Baptist 
missionary  press  representative  to 
Kenya. 

The  correspondence  school,  di¬ 
rected  by  Southern  Baptist  missionary 
Dena  Brent,  also  has  enrolled  about 
6,400  prisoners.  Many  people  becomk 
Christians  while  studying  the  course, 
which  includes  five  books  leading  to  a 
diploma  and  three  advanced  level 
books,  says  Mrs.  Stewart.  One  pris¬ 
oner,  she  says,  wrote  this  prayer  in  his 
examination  book:  “Dear  Lord,  thank 
you  for  making  me  one  of  your  special 
projects.” 


CMPB0QK 


Born  again 


I  hear  you  knocking  on  my  dbor,  Lord, 
—they  say  you’re  coming  soon  — 
The  bells  in  heaven  are  ringing,  Lord, 
For  I  can  hear  them,  too. ' , 

The  angels  in  heaven  are  singing, 
Lord, 

Is  it  really  true? 


Please  don’t  tell  me  I’m  dreaming, 
Lord, 

For.  I  know  it’s  really  you. 

Can  you  hear  me  praying,  Lord? 

I’m  trusting  now  in  you. 

Do  you  get  my  message,  Lord, 

Of  just  how  much  I  love  you? 

I  hear  you,  Lord.  I  really  do. 

—Patricia  Lee,  Greenwood 


You  might  discover 


Ever  follow  that  which  is  good  (l 
Thess.  5:15b). 

Ever  follow  that  which  is  good; 

It  might  be  at  the  end  of  the  rainbow 
In  a  vivid  yellow,  red,  purple,  blue; 
You  might  discover  anew 
That  colors  blend  life. 

The  color  of  a  race 
The  only  color  of  blood 
The  color  of  morning  glories 
The  color  of  majesty. 

Ever  follow  that  which  is  good ; 

It  might  be  at  the  end  of  the  yellow 
brick  road; 

In  walking  a  colored  pathway 
You  might  discover  that  today 


Holds  wonders. 

The  wonder  of  love  r 

The  wonder  of  touch 
The  wonder  of  laughter  f 

The  wonder  of  the  Creator. 

Elver  follow  that  which  is  good; 

It  might  be  within  you,  in  life  all 
around; 

In  following  that  which  is  good, 

You  might  discover  that  you  would 
Find  real  joy. 

The  joy  of  living 
The  joy  of  praise 
The  joy  of  giving 
The  joy  of  thankfulness. 

,  «  J 

—Sarah  Pearson  Peugh 
Aberdeen 


By  Gene  Henderson,  pastor, 
Fairview,  Columbus 
Matthew  1:18-25;  2:9-12 

Only  Matthew  and  Luke  recorded 
narratives  concerning  the  birth  of 
Jesus.  The  two  accounts  though  diffe¬ 
rent,  affirm  the  truth  that  Jesus  was 
born  of  a  virgin  through  the  activity  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  The  two  accounts  also 
agree  on  the  betrothal  of  Jesus  and 
Mary,  on  the  name  of  the  child ,  on  the 
city  of  rearing.  Whether  intentional  or 
not,  Matthew’s  narrative  answered 
two  accusations  about  Jesus  faced  by 
the  Christian  community:  his  concep¬ 
tion  before  marriage  and  his  residence 
in  Nazareth. 

I.  The  advent  of  the  King  (1:18-25) 

At  the  time  Jesus  wa$  bom,  betroth¬ 
al  was  as  binding  as  marriage  and 
could  only  be  broken  by  divorce  or 
death.  It  was  while  Mary  was  be¬ 
trothed  to  Joseph,  but  before  the  mar¬ 
riage  was  consummated,  that  Mary 
became  pregnant.  Twice  (1:18,20) 
Matthew  recorded  that  the  conception 
was  the  consequence  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Mary’s  virginity  was  maintained  until 
after  the  birth  of  Jesus  even  though 
Joseph  and  Mary  were  legally  mar¬ 
ried  (1:25).  Jesus  was  bom  in  the  flesh 
but  of  the  Spirit  The  Holy  Spirit  was 
the  agent  of  creation  and  also  active 
when  God  began  the  new  creation. 

Joseph  must  have  been  highly  em¬ 
barrassed  by  the  situation.  However, 
he  was  a  man  of  compassion  (righte¬ 
ous)  and  did  not  want  to  injure  Mary 
by  bringing  charges  against  her  which 
might  even  have  resulted  in  her  death. 
He  thought  to  have  a  private  divorce, 
perhaps,  with  two  or  three-witnesses. 

God  intervened  by  means  of  a  dream 
to  prevent  Joseph  from  doihg  what  he 
was  considering.  The  angel  (spokes¬ 
man  for  God)  assured  Joseph  that  her 
pregnancy  was  due  to  divine  activity 
(Holy  Spirit)  and  not  because  of  in¬ 
fidelity  (  1:20).  Joseph  was  encouraged 
to  complete  the  marriage  contract, 
which  he  did.  Therefore,  Jesus  was 
legally  the  son  of  Joseph  in  the  lineage 
of  David  even  though  Joseph  was  not 
biologically  the  father  of  Jesus.  The 
obedience  of  Joseph  to  the  divine  call 
indicates  also  that  Joseph  was  a  good 
example  for  Jesus  who  became  totally 
obedient  to  the  Father. 

Not  only  did  God  cause  the  concep¬ 
tion  of  Jesus  and  insure  the  legal 
genealogy  of  Jesus,  God  also  gave  him 
his  name.  Matthew  and  Luke  agree 
regarding  the  name  (cf.  Luke  1:31). 
Jesus  was  a  fairly  common  name  de¬ 
rived  from  the  Hebrew  root  which 
meant  “Yahweh  (is)  salvation.” 
“Saviour”  was  the  simple  definition. 
He  would  save  his  people  from  their 


Isaiah  7:14  was  quoted  by  Matthew 
to  confirm  the  account  of  Mary’s 
pregnancy  and  the  divine  nature  of  her 
offspring.  Matthew  changed  the  Heb¬ 
rew  word  for  “young  woman”  to  a 
Greek  term  which  meant  “virgin.”  He 
further  amplified  the  truth  of  God’s  in¬ 
tervention  with  the  inclusion  of  the, 
name  Immanuel,  meaning  “God  with 
us.” 

II.  The  worship  of  the  King  (2:1-12) 

The  universal  nature  of  the  kingship 
of  Jesus  is  prefigured  in  the  account  of 
the  Magi.  The  Magi  were  a  caste  of 
wise  men  who  specialized  in  astrology. 
They  journeyed  from  the  East  but 
their  homeland  is  uncertain.  Appa¬ 
rently,  they  were  familiar  with 
prophecies  concerning  the  birth  of  a 
universal  king  who  would  inaugurate  a 
golden  age. 

When  the  wise  men  arrived  at< 
Jerusalem  and  began  making  inquiry 
concerning  the  birth  of  a  king  of  the 
Jews,  Herod  the  Great  who  was  par¬ 
tially  Edomite  became  very  jealous. 
The  entire  city  was  troubled  because 
they  knew  how  vengeful  Herod  could 
be.  The  wise  men  were  encouraged  to 
find  the  baby  and  to  inform  Herod  who 
reigned  that  he  too  desired  to  worship 
(2:7-8).  i 

God  led  the  wise  men  to  the  house 
where  Jesus  and  Mary  were  by  means 
of  the  star  that  had  appeared  earlier. 
Great  joy  was  experienced  by  the  wise 
men  who  presented  gifts  to  the  child. 
Tradition  has  arisen  that  there  were 
three  wise  men  because  of  the  three 
gifts.  Giving  gifts  was  an  indication  of 
submission  and  allegiance.  Tradition 
also  has  attached  symbolism  of  the 
gifts:  gold  for  royalty,  incense  for  di¬ 
vinity,  and  myrrh  for  death.  When  the 
wise  men  had  paid  homage,  God  di¬ 
rected  them  home  by  a  different  route 
(2:12). 

III.  The  protection  of  the  King  (2:13- 
23) 

After  the  wise  men  departed  God  di¬ 
rected  Joseph  to  take  his  family  to 
Egypt  for  refuge.  Once  again  Joseph 
obeyed  without  question.  Matthew 
confirms  this  action  with  the  quotation 
of  Hosea  11:1  in  2:15.  Herod  was  en¬ 
raged  when  he  realized  that  his  deceit 
had  back-fired.  He  ordered  all  male 
children  two  years  and  under  to  be 
killed. 

Herod  died  in  4  B.C.  Following  his 
death  God  once  again  directed  Joseph 
to  return  to  his  homeland  but  to  go  to 
Nazareth  because  Herod’s  son,  Ar- 
chelaus,  who  was  much  like  his  father, 
was  ruler  in  Judea.  Therefore,  Jesus 
was  reared  in  Nazareth  instead  of 
Bethlehem  where  he  was  born. 


By  Charles  S.  Davis,  associate 
professor  of  Bible,  MC 
Luke  2 

Two  little  girls  were  overheard  talk¬ 
ing  to  each  other  after  Sunday  School. 
One  of  them  asked,  “If  Jesus  was  born 
in  Bethlehem,  how  did  he  get  over 
here?" 

He  is  here!  And  he  got  here  because 
God  gave  us  the  perfect  gift— the  gift  of 
his  only»begotten  son,  Jesus.  In  all  our 
gift  giving  and  receiving  during  this 
Christmas  season,  let  us  not  forget 
God’s  perfect  gift. 

I.  Jesus’  birth  (2:1-29) 

Luke  begins  his  familiar  story  of 
Jesus’  birth  with  an  account  of  a  cen¬ 
sus.  His  purpose  is  to  explain  why 
Mary  and  Joseph,  residents  of 
Nazareth,  .  happened  to  be  in 
Bethlehem  when  Jesus  was  born. 

Jewish  men  had  to  return  to  the  an¬ 
cestral  headquarters  of  their  tribe  for 
this  enrollment  for  taxation  purposes. 
Apparently,  women  were  not  required 
by  law  to  return.  However,  Joseph 
took  Mary  with  him  to  Bethlehem,  a 
journey  cf  some  90  miles.  In  her  ad¬ 
vanced  state  of  pregnancy  this  was 
certainly  no  easy  journey.  It  may  be  a 
reflection  of  Joseph’s  caring  and  com¬ 
passionate  spirit,  however,  that  he 
took  Mary  with  him.  To  leave  her  alone 
in  the  small  village  of  Nazareth  would 
have  exposed  her  to  the  cruel  gossip  of 
neighbors.  So  Joseph,  knowing  that  the 
journey  would  be  hard,  but  staying  at 
home  might  be  even  more  difficult, 
must  have  insisted  that  Mary  accom¬ 
pany  him. 

Shortly  after  their  arrival  in 
Bethlehem,  the  time  for  Mary’s  deliv¬ 
ery  came.  Luke’s  account  emphasizes 
the  humble  circumstances  of  Jesus' 
birth.  Since  there  was  no  room  for 
them  in  the  inn,  Joseph  and  Mary  were 
required  to  seek  lodging  in  a  stable. 
The  first  cradle  to  receive  Jesus  was  a 
manger— a  feeding  trough  far  cattle. 
The  first  announcement  of  the  good 
news  of  Jesus’  birth  was  not  to  kings 
but  to  humble  shepherds,  and  they 
were  the  first  visitors  to  the  newborn 
baby. 

n.  Jesus’  presentation  in  the  temple 
(2:21-49) 

Bethlehem  is  only  a  short  distance 
from  Jerusalem,  so  it  is  understanda¬ 
ble  that  Luke  tells  us  of  Jesus  undergo¬ 
ing  in  the  temple  three  ancient  cere¬ 
monies  which  every  Jewish  boy  had  to 
undergo.  (1)  Circumcision— Every 
Jewish  boy  was  circumcised  on  the 
eighth  day  after  his  birth.  At  this  time, 
also,  a  boy  was  given  his  name.  Mary’s 
son  was  given  the  name  Jesus,  a  name 
already  chosen  by  God.  (2)  The  Re¬ 
demption  of  the  Firstborn— According 


to  the  Old  Testament  law  (Exodus 
3:2),  every  firstborn  male  was  sacred 
to  God.  In  a  ceremony  called  the  re¬ 
demption  of  the  firstborn,  the  parents 
gave  the  sum  of  five  shekels  to  the 
priest.  Thus,  in  a  sense,  parents  could 
buy  back  their  son  from  God.  How¬ 
ever,  more  than  the  rite  of  redemption 
is  intended  here;  the  parents  were 
publicly  consecrating  the  child  to  God. 
(3)  The  Purification  •  after 
Childbirth— Forty  days  after  the  birth 
of  a  son,  a  new  mother  was  to  bring  to 
the  temple  a  lamb  for  a  burnt  offering 
and  a  young  pigeon  for  a  sin  offering.  If 
she  could  not  afford  the  lamb,  the  law 
laid  it  down  (Leviticus  12:8)  that  she 
might  substitute  another  pigeon.  It 
was  this  offering  of  the  poor  which  . 
Mary  brought  (2:24). 

These  three  ancient  ceremonies 
may  seem  strange  to  some  people  to¬ 
day,  but  they  all  rest  on  the  qonviction 
that  a  child  is  a  gift  of  God.  Mary  and 
Joseph  were  responsible  parents, 
completely  devoted  to  God.  These  acts 
expressed  their  gratitude  to  God  for 
the  gift  of  Jesus. 

While  Mary  and  Joseph  and  Jesus 
were  in  the  temple,  two  humble  and 
pious  elderly  people  (who  spent  their 
lives  in  prayer  and  quiet  watchful¬ 
ness)  recognized  Jesus  as  God’s 
anointed  king.  Both  Simeon  (2:25-35) 
and  Anna  (2:36-39)  give  thanks  to  God 
for  his  allowing  them  to  see  the  prom¬ 
ised  deliverer, 
m.  Jesus’  boyhood  (2:41-52) 

Luke  is  the  only  gospel  writer  to  tell 
us  anything  about  Jesus  from  shortly 
after  his  birth  to  the  launching  of  his 
ministry  at  age  thirty.  Jesus  accom¬ 
panied  his  parents  on  a  trip  to 
Jerusalem  for  the  observance  of  Pass- 
over.  At  age  twelve  a  Jewish  boy  be¬ 
came  a  man,  a  son  of  the  law,  and  he 
had  to  take  the  obligations  of  the  law 
upon  him.  In  this  familiar  story,  the 
parents  travel  a  day’s  journey  back 
toward  home  without  missing  Jesus 
(no  doubt,  Mary  thought  he  was  with 
Joseph  and  Joseph  thought  he  was 
with  Mary).  Traveling  back  to 
Jerusalem,  the  worried  parents  find 
Jesus  still  in  the  temple,  listening  to. 
the  teachers  and  asking  them  ques¬ 
tions.  When  Mary  gives  voice  to  their 
anxiety,  Jesus  expresses  a  drawing 
awareness  of  his  unique  relationships 
to  God,  his  father. 

Jesus  returns  to  Nazareth  with  his 
parents  and  is  obedient  to  them.  In  a 
familiar  summary  (verse  52),  Luke 
stresses  that  Jesus  developed  nor¬ 
mally  in  every  area  of  life— mentally 
(in  wisdom),  physically  and~emotion- 
ally  (in  stature),  spiritually  (in  favor 
with  God),  and  socially  (in  favor  with 
man). 


By  David  McCubbin,  associate 
pastor,  First,  Meridian 
Matthew  1:18-23;  2:1-11 

Witikthis  lesson,  we  begin  a  study  of 
thelnblical  book  of  Matthew  under  the 
overarching  theme:  A  New  Kind  of 
Righteousness.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  the  words  “righteous”  and 
“righteousness”  occur  more  often  in 
Matthew  than  i'i  all  the  other  three 
Gospels  combined.  The  new  kind  of 
righteousness  is  revealed  in  the  person 
of  Jesus,  the  Christ.  It  is  fitting  then 
that  we  should  begin  with  “The  Birth 
of  the  Righteous  One.”  More  basic, 
Matthew  begins  with  the  birth  of 
Jesus. 

Matthew  is  named  after  the  tax  col¬ 
lector  that  Jesus  called  to  be  one  of  the 
twelve  disciples.  There  is  no  direct  in¬ 
dication  in  the  book  as  to  who  wrote  it. 
However,  the  disciple  Matthew  has 
been  connected  with  this  Gospel  from 
the  earliest  of  times.  That  he  wrote  it 
seems  to  have  the  widest  of  accep¬ 
tance. 

Matthew  has  been  called  the  Jewish 
gospel .  One  of  its  main  purposes  was  to 
set  forth  Jp suk,  as  the  anticipated  king 
and  the  fulfillment  of  Old  Testament 
expectation.  Matthew  quoted  from  or 
alluded  to  the  Old  Testament  about 
sixty-five  times.  Perhaps  this  is 
another  good  reason  for  it  to  be  the 
very  first  book  of  the  New  Testament, 
the  closest  book  to  the  Old  Testament 
in  position. 

To  introduce  the  birth  of  Jesus, 
Matthew  gave  a  genealogy.  Luke  gave 
a  genealogy  also  but  it  came  after  the 
story  of  Jesus’  birth  and  there  are 
some  other  very  significant  differ¬ 
ences  in  the  two  genealogies.  One  of 
these  differences  is  that  Matthew 
began  with  Abraham  and  came  for¬ 
ward  to  Jesus  while  Luke  began  with 
Jesus  and  traced  his  lineage  back  to 
Adam.  In  the  very  beginning  of 
Matthew  then  we  see  th&  Jewish  flavor 
for  Abraham  was  considered  the 
father  of  the  Jewish  people. 

The  story  of  the  birth  of  Jesus  is  told 
in  the  books  of  Matthew  and  Luke. 

The  two  stories,  though  very  diffe¬ 
rent,  center  around  Mary,  Joseph  and 
the  baby  Jesus  but  are  written  so  that 
they,  mesh  together  with  ease.  <The 
birth  narratives  set  forth  the  unique¬ 
ness  of  the  one  who  was  born,  Luke 
related  the  story  more  from  Mary’s 
point  of  view,  Matthew  from  that  of 
Joseph.  Our  lesson  text  is  taken  from 
Matthew  so  we  will  focus  on  that. 

Mary  was  pregnant  and  Joseph  was. 
angry  and  hurt.  They  were  betrothed 
to  each  other  and  Joseph  knew  that  he 
was  not  responsible.  Mary  had  been 
unfaithful  and  the  betrothal  must  be 
broken.  In  this  kind  of  relationship  a 


man  and  woman  were  considered  hus-  4 
band  and  wife,  though  they  did  not  live 
together  nor  engage  in  sexual  inter¬ 
course.  After  the  betrothal  period  the 
couple  would  be  formally  married. 
Once  betrothed,  the  relationship  could 
be  broken  only  by  divorce. 

As  Joseph  surpressed  his  negative 
emotions  and  pondered  the  problem, 
he  decided  to  divorce  Mary  as  quietly 
as  possible  to  keep  her  from  public 
disgrace.  Before  he  could  carry 
through  with  these  plans,  the  angel  of 
the  Lord  appeared  to  him  in  a  dream 
and  gave  an  explanation  for  the  whole 
situation.  Mary  had  not  been  unfaith- . 
fill.  That  which  was  conceived  in  her 
was  a  miracle  of  the  Holy  Spirit  She 
had  been  chosen  to  be  the  mother  of  the  » 
long  awaited  saviour.  ( 

Joseph  accepted  this  explanation. 
When  he  awoke,  he  did  as  the  angel 
told  him  to  do  in  that  he  took  Mary  for 
ihis  wife.  And  the  scripture  says  that  he 
i  “knew  (sexual  union)  her  not  until  she 
had  borne  a  son;  and  he  called  his 
name  Jesus”  (1:25  RSV). 

Though  Joseph  was  not  the  father  of 
Jesus  he  still  deserves  more  attention 
than  we  usually  give  him.  He  appar¬ 
ently  was  a  deeply  religious  man.  He 
was  committed  to  the  spiritual  laws  of 
the  realm  and  yet  this  was  tempered 
with  mercy.  He  was  open  minded 
enough  to  listen  and  to  obey.  He  no' 
doubt  was  a  good  father  to  this  child  he 
had  not  fathered. 

In  chapter  2  we  have  the  story  of  the 
wise  men  who  paid  homage  to  the 
Christchild.  These  were  “Magi”  from 
an  eastern  country  who  had  inter¬ 
preted  a  star  as  indicative  that  a  king 
had  been  born.  They  came,  guided  by 
the  star,  to  find  the  small  child  and 
other  gifts  of  gold,  frankincense,  and 
myrrh. 

Matthew  picked  up  on  the  visit  of  the 
Magi.*  Micah  had  written  of  a  ruler  to 
come  from  Bethlehem  (Micah  5:2). 
The  Magi  had  come  from  a  distant 
land  to  the  small  town  of  Bethlehem  to 
bring  gifts  to  a  new  bom  king.  They 
had  come  on  no  less  authority  than  that 
of  one  who  could  order  the  stars. 
Matthew’s  word  was  that  this  event 
was  the  fulfillment  of  prophecy.  Jesus 
was  the  awaited  ruler.  He  was  God’s 
gift  to  the  world. 


Always  do  right  This  will  gratify 
some  people  and  astonish  the  resty 
Mark  Twain  -/ 
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Curiosity  is  a  clever  device  nature 
invented  to  teach  children  how  little 
their  parents  really  know. 
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Jesus’  birth  and  boyhood 


Life  and  Work 


Birth  of  the  Righteous  One 
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The  birth  of  the  King 
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